Bi-quarterly Journal of Political Knowledge, Research Article
Vol.16, No.1, (Serial 31), Spring & Summer 2020

L.R. Iran’s Public diplomacy in Africa

Maryam Moradi” Received: 2019/10/23
Aliraza Moussavizadeh™ Accepted: 2019/01/11
Aliasghar kazemizand™

Mohammadreza Dehshiri™*"

Using effective tools and methods to create a positive image of country is an
important issue in public diplomacy. Given that Africa is one of the strategic
areas for the Islamic Republic of Iran, Iran must identify and use of its
existing capabilities, to improve its image in this region. This is an important
issue for L.R. Iran; because Iran’s rivals in the region are working harldly to
present a “securitized image” of Iran; which means that Iranian public
diplomacy should be move active. Now this question arises: what is the
effective strategy of the Islamic Republic of Iran for the success in public
diplomacy at Africa? In the present study, a descriptive-analytical approach,
using library documents and resources, have been used. According this
approach authors use Copenhagen School theory for analyzing environment
situation. Then, using in-depth interviews with 20 experts in the field of
Africa and public diplomacy, as well as using the SOWT Matrix, for
designing Strategies. The results, therefore, imply that a rethinking strategy
could strengthen Iran's public diplomacy on the continent by weakening the
security outlook on Iran's activities in Africa.
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