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Working Population

2. Working population by main industrial groups is divided (roughly) as

follows : —
{a) Manufacturing industry—Governmental and private... 64,000
of which—

Government sugar refineries .. 4500

Government textile o . 8,400

Government tobacco ... 2,000

Government chemicals e 2500

Private texiiles oy ... 20,600

Private wool carding x o .. 2,000

Private match factories ... 2 oo 4,000

Oiher industries (miscellaneous) ... ... 20,000
Anglo-Iranian Oil Co. ... 72,500
Government Railways ... 17,500
Mines = E: 4,900
Silos ik 1,100
Fisheries ... 2,300
Hand looms and carpet weavers (estimated) ... 151,000
Grand total ... 313,700

(b Civii service, including teachers, amounts to about 77,000, without inciuding
the Ministry of Finance and its subsidiaries, which may have anything
from 40,000 to 70,000 personnel, plus the Army, Gendarmerie, Police
and Ministry of War, exact figures of which are unknown.

{c) Agriculture.—About 12 million of the population are directly or indirectly
engaged in agriculture.
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Abstract

The issue of housing has always played an important role among the internal factors
contributing to the dissatisfaction of the workers of Anglo-Iranian Oil Company
(AIOC) and the strikes held by them, because providing housing meant providing a
shelter and giving identity to workers and their families. However, the role of
housing issue in comparison with other occupational and welfare factors that
affected AIOC during its operation has not been studied independently. Therefore,
the present study has adopted a descriptive-analytical method and benefited from
library-based and archival research to determine the role and importance of housing
policies in various periods compared to other factors that resulted in dissatisfaction
among the Iranian workers of AIOC. The Results showed that since the discovery of
oil in Iran until the amendment of the D’ Arcy agreement in 1933, the housing issue
had not played any significant role in the dissatisfaction of workers, while it had
become the main factor in this regard after 1933, especialy after the end of Reza
Shah’s rule and the rise in the number of the company’s workers during the second
world war. The strikes held by the workers in 1946 made AIOC to change its
policies and move toward mass production and satisfying the needs of its workers,
but the company did not have enough time to implement its programs as the strikes
continued and the Iranian oil was nationalized.
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