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Review of political developments of Izeh, Ghaleh Tel and
Baghmalek during the Qajar period Emphasizing the role
of Bakhtiari

Abstract

Izeh, Ghale tol and Baghmalek are among the areas that Bakhtiari people
lived during Qajar era. As Ghale tol was located in a fertile plain, was
adjacent to mountainous areas and connection it has with the main
communication paths, seems that it had taken the place of Izeh in Qajar
era. The administration of Janaki area was under the control of Bakhtiari
khans in Ghale tol since the beginning of Qajar era and heads of lzeh,
Ghale tol and Baghmalek were always in struggle with Qajarians.
Bakhtiari tribe is one of the important and powerful tribes in southern
area of Iran which during the history, especially in relation with Qajarian
governors, faced with lots of ups and downs; so it has played a
significant role in changes in this large country. Qajarian governors with
the policy of divide and conquer, between two important groups of
Bakhtiari tribes which are Haft Lang and Chahar Lang by holding
hostages among great Bakhtiari khans and marrying into some heads of
tribe, tried to decrease power and aggressiveness of them. The main
struggles between Bakhtiari khans and Qajar government were in the
time of powerful head tribes as Mohammad Taghi Khan Chahar Lang
and Hossein Gholi khan Haft Lang which has resulted in unitary and
strength of these areas in Qajar era. The existence of Mongasht
Mountain and permanent rivers, fertility, bordering three provinces-
Khuzestan, Chahar Mahal-o Bakhtiari and Kohgiluye-o Boyer Ahmad,
tribal construction of Bakhtiaries, the passion of Bakhtiari tribe and its
head for power were among the influential reasons in political stability
in the area of Bakhtiaries in Khuzestan during Qajar era. This research
aimed to investigate the political and social status of aforementioned
areas at Qajar era with qualitative method of analysis.

Keywords: Bakhtiari Tribe, , Qajars, Khuzestan, Izeh ,Baghmalek,
Ghale Tol.
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