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Phenomenological Study of Experiences and Perceptions of
Elementary Teachers from integrated Science Curriculum

D. Tahmasebzadeh Sheikhlar' E. Fathiazar™ M. Saniee"
Tabriz University

Abstract

The present study aimed to investigate the experiences and perceptions of
elementary school teachers in Tabriz from the integrated science curriculum. The research
method is qualitative and phenomenological type. Participants in this study were all
primary school teachers in Tabriz who were selected by targeted sampling and snowball.
The sample size was compiled according to the nature of the qualitative research to the
theoretical saturation of the data (16) .The data were collected through a semi-structured,
deep-seated interview; the method of information analysis was the method of coding the
subject and using the Smith method. The validity of the study was internal validity, which
was done by two authors in order to rebuild the reality. Then, the data and interpretation
were provided to teachers to confirm the accuracy of the data and interpretation of them.
To increase reliability, the interviews were conducted with an earlier program in an
appropriate atmosphere and adherence to interviewing conditions, away from bias and
personal conduct. From the data analysis, 16 sub-themes were extracted and these themes
were categorized in five main themes (integration conceptualization, integration training
principles, integration learning principles, integration effects in syllabus, integration
status). The findings of the research showed that the syllabus of combined science from
the viewpoint of teachers has different concepts, principles, works and situations that
indicate their perceptions of the integrated curriculum in practice and the quality of its
implementation in the educational system.

Key words: Teacher's Perception, integrated sciences Curriculum, Elementary,
Phenomenological Studies.
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