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Abstract

Aim: The purpose of the present study was to examine
the mediatory role of narcissism on the relationship
between empathy and the quality of interpersonal
relationships. Method: Method of the present study was
correlational and the statistical population included all
students living in the University of Tehran dormitory
during the 2010-2011 academic year. 609 university
students (165 males, 399 females, 45 unknown) were
included in this study. All participants were asked to
complete the Emotional Empathy Scale Ali, etal.
(2009), the Inventory of Interpersonal Problems
Horowitz et.al. (1988), and the Narcissistic Personality
Inventory Raskin & Terry (1988). Data was analyzed
using Pearson's product-moment correlation coefficient,
variance-covariance matrix, and structural equation
modeling (path analysis). Results: Results indicated that
the initial hypothetical model had a good fit with the
observed data and that all the paths had significant
coefficients in the hypothetical model. The results
showed that empathy had a significant positive
correlation  with the quality of interpersonal
relationships. On the other hand, narcissism had a
significant negative correlation with the quality of
interpersonal relationships. Structural equation modeling
analysis indicated that empathy indirectly affected the
quality of interpersonal relationships via narcissism.
Conclusion: Empathy and narcissism are of importance
to the quality of interpersonal relationships and these
factors can account for a high amount of variance in the
quality of interpersonal relationships.
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1. Emotional Empathy Scale
2. internal consistency
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. exploratory factor analysis
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. Mental Health Inventory
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. Inventory of Interpersonal Problems
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1. Narcissistic Personality Inventory
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1. Goodness of Fit Index

2. Adjusted Goodness of Fit Index

3. Comparative Fit Index

4. Root Mean Square Error of Approximation
5. Expected cross-validation
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