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Introduction

The motif of cedar tree, rooted in Persian culture, customs and rituals, is
commonly seen in Persian rugs. Representation of this motif is especially no-
ticeable in Qajar and Safavid Rugs. With respect to the history of art in Iran,
Qajar and Safavid eras are two key periods. Application of the motif of cedar
tree in the Persian rugs since very long time ago shows the special place of
this motif for the Iranians. On this basis, the objective of the present research
was to identify the conceptual function of this motif in the Persian rugs during
Qajar and Safavid eras in order to have a better understanding of the meanings
of such mythical motifs. In this respect, different species of cedars were iden-
tified and how they have been accompanied with other (guard) animals, was
examined. So far, different studies have been conducted on the role of cedar
tree and the its cultural, symbolic and mythical value in Iran. For example, in
her MA dissertation entitled the trend of evolution and analysis of the role of
cedar in Sfavid textiles, Fatemeh Bazi (2015) addressed the role of cedar and
paisley design (boteh-jegheh in Persian) in textiles of Safavid era. Similarly, in
a study entitled the role of cedar tree and its symbolic meanings in certain im-
ages of Tahmasbi’s Shahnamih, Saba Al-e-Ibrahim (2015) dealt with symbolic
and esoteric concepts of trees in the images of Tahmasbi’s Shahnamih pointing
out the relation of the images with literature and prominent characters.

Methodology

The methodology of the research is descriptive-analytic in nature and data
were collected based on library resources. Six rugs of Safavid era and 12 rugs
of Qajar era were selected the designs of cedar trees of which were identified
and analyzed.
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Table 1. Rebuilt motifs of cedar in Safavid rugs (6 cases). Source: the author.

Museum, Qom

Source Historical period Schematic Cedar Carpet Picture
Carpet Museum of | Early 17th Century,
Iran Safavid Era
Masoumeh (pbuh)

Safavid Era ,1672

ven Rugs of Fars

Nomadic Hand-Wo-

18th Century, attrib-
uted to Safavid Era

Hand-Woven Car-

,Late 17th Century
Safavid Era, North

ven Rugs of Fars

pets West of Iran
Hand-Woven Car- | Early 16th Century,
pets Safavid Era, Isfahan
Nomadic Hand-Wo- | Safavid Era, ,1672

Josheghan, Isfahan
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Tables 2. Rebuilt motifs of cedar in Qajar rugs (6 cases). Source: the

author.
Source Historical period Schematic Cedar Carpet Picture
Carpet Museum of | 18th Century, Qajar

Iran

Era, Bakhtiari Tribe

Nomadic Hand-Wo-
ven Rugs of Fars

joshghan

Nomadic Hand-Wo-
ven Rugs of Fars

18th Century, Qajar
Era, Kerman

Carpet Museum of
Iran

19th Century, Qajar
Era, Bakhtiari Tribe

Nomadic Hand-Wo-
ven Rugs of Fars

19th Century, Qajar
Era, (Lori-Ghash-
(ghaie

Carpet Museum of
Iran

18th Century, Qajar
Era, Kashan

Results and Discussion

In terms of design and the quality of weaving, Safavid rugs may be con-
sidered as the summit of the Persian rugs. Of course, weaving the rugs was
encouraged by the royal support. The notable achievement of Safavid rug
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Tables3. Rebuilt motifs of cedar in Qajar rugs (6 cases). Source: the

author.

Source

Historical period

Schematic Cedar

Carpet Picture

Carpet Museum of
Iran

19th Century, Qajar
Era

Carpet Museum of
Iran

19th Century, Qajar
Era

Carpet Museum of
Iran

19th Century, Qajar
Era, Tehran

Carpet Museum of
Iran

19th Century, Qajar
Era, Kashan

Carpet Museum of
Iran

19th Century, Qajar
Era, Tabriz

Carpet Museum of
Iran

Early 20th Century,
Qajar Era, Kerman

20

designers was that they managed to incorporate skillfully the motifs and
various decorative designs leading to a rich variety of beautiful patterns.
Basically, for Iranians living in Safavid era, Persian rugs provoked the
memory of the Persian gardens. In certain cases, cedar motifs were repre-
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sented naturalistically along with other animals and plants. Also, cedar motifs
in the rugs of this era are well rooted in Iranians’ religious beliefs and ancient
customs. This tie has been so strong that even after Iranians converted from
Zoroastrianism to Islam, the cedar motif maintained its special place and kept
its presence symbolizing garden and the paradise. Cedar tree is a symbol of
productivity. This characteristic is seen both in Safavid and Qajar rugs (table
1).

Qajar Rugs follow, to a large extent, their predecessors particularly Sa-
favid rugs. That’s why older elements and patterns have been represented
in them as well. In Qajar rugs, cedar motifs can be seen in a wide variety of
combinations including mihrabi, medallion and garden patterns. In the rugs
with mihrabi designs, cedar tree is the dominant motif. Also, in Qajar rugs,
paisley motifs were commonly used. Not only in the rugs, but also in designs
of shawls, men’s and women’s clothes, particularly in clothes of royal fami-
lies, nobles and upper classes were paisley motifs used (tables 2 and 3).

Conclusion

Formation of the myth of cedar has been under the influence of cultural
beliefs of Iranians both in Safavid and Qajar eras. In each historical era, ce-
dar tree has had different symbolic meanings such as timelessness, freedom,
strength and endurance. While in Safavaid era, the cedar tree evoked spirit-
uality, magnificence and royal authority as well, in Qjar era, in addition to
meeting a decorative function, it mainly alluded to royal authority. The motif
of cedar, due to its special visual characteristics, evokes significant conceptu-
al schemata. To Iranians, cedar symbolizes immortality, persistence, paradise,
fertility and life. In the course of time, the shape of cedar tree has turned into a
paisley. Confirming that the aesthetics of the Persian rugs rests on symbolism,
application of cedar motif individually, collectively or along with other living
creatures or visual elements, may summon up various concepts in the mind
of the viewer.
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