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Some of them are as follows: The first property is the conical shape of the motif. The second
property, according to the meaning of the name of this motif, is the separation of tree motifs from
non-tree motifs; with the help of components and details such as stems, branches, trunks, etc. or
other indications that allude to the motif of the tree.

In this paper it is shown that there was no mention of the sanctity of the cypress in the old Zoroastrian
scriptures until the eighteenth century. Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh is the oldest book in which it was
recorded. On the other hand, the precise examination of Persepolis petroglyphs shows that these
trees are not of the Cupressaceae family, and it seems that they belonged to the Pinaceae family,
such as the Pinus, Abies, etc.The third point, according to Parham, is regarding religious rigors in
drawing of the cypress tree. Among the artworks of the Islamic era in Iran, plant motifs and various
trees, including cypress, have been replicated very often. Even since the third century AH, animal
and human motifs have also been used in many examples of Islamic arts.

The method of research is historical-analytical and it is conducted using library resources and the
internet.

Keywords: Botteh,Buteh, Paisley Pattern, Cypress Tree, Islamic Art.

References:

Abwl Majd Tabrizi, Muhammad ibn Mas’ud(2002), Safina-yi Tabriz, introduction of Abd-al-
hossein Haeri and Nasrollah Pourjavadi, Tehran, Iran University Press.

Adurfarnbag, Farrokhzadan; Adurbad, Omidan (2010) Din Kart seventh, text correction,
transcription, Persian version, Glossary and note: Mohammad Taghi Rashed Mohassel, Tehran,
Institute of Humanities and Cultural Studies.

Afrug, Mohammad (2009), Rationality in Iranian Art: A Look at the Crayfish and the Iconography,
ketab-e mah: honar, No. 128, Pp. 6-42.

AmericanFabricsMagazine Editors(1972),AF Encyclopediaoftextiles,2ndedition, Prentice-Hall.
Ames, Frank (1997), The Kashmir shawl and its indo - French influence, china, Antique
collector’s club

(2010), Woven masterpieces of Sikh heritage, china, Antique Collectors> Club.

Amouzgar, Jaleh; Tafazzoli, Ahmed (1991), mythology of Zoroaster>s life, Babol, Ketabsara-
ye Babol.

Anavian, Rahim& Anavian, George (1975), Royal Persian and Kashmir Brocades, Kyoto,
Senshoku to Seikatsusha.

Asadi Tusi, Ali ibn Ahmad (1957), loghat-e fors, by the efforts of Mohammad Dabir siaghi,
Tehran, Tahuri.

Aschenbrenner, Erich (1981), Oriental Rugs: Persian, Vol. 2, London, Antique Collectors> Club.
Printed in Germany, Munich.

Atrvash, Tahereh (2006), What is Botteh Jeqqeh?, Tehran, Sibal-e Honar.

Bhatnagar, Parul (2009), Decorative Design History in Indian Textiles and Costumes, Chandigarh,
IND. Abhisek Publications.

Boyce, Mary (1996),A History of Zoroastrianism:Under the Achaemenians, Vol. 11, traslated by:
homayoun sanati zadeh, Tehran, Toos.

Cranga, Philip; Ashmoreb, Sonia (2009), The transnational spaces of things: South Asian textiles
in Britain and The Grammar of Ornament, European Review of History—Revue europe “enne
d’histoire Vol. 16, No. 5, October, 655-678.

Dadaghi, Farnbagh (1990), The Bundahishn, Editor: Mehrdad Bahar, Tehran, Toos.

Daceal-Islam,SeyedMohammadAli(1983),Farhangh-eNezam, Vol.I,2nd Edition, Tehran, Danesh.
Abstract 10

Autumn 2018 - NO47



Scientific Research Quartely Journal

Abstract 9

Autumn 2018 - NO47

Journal of faculty of art Shahed university

Explaining the BottehMotif’s Characteristics Considering the Views and Opinions of
the Scholars about ItsOrigin in Islamic Art and a Critique of the Cypress Tree View as

the Origin of This Motif

Mozhgan Kheirollahi Aznavleh, Ph.D. Candidate of Comparative and Analytic History of Islamic Arts, Faculty of Theoretical
Esmael Bani Ardalan, Ph.D. in Art Research, Associate Professor, Faculty of Theoretical Sciences and Higher Art Studies,
Tehran University of Art, Tehran, Iran.

Recieved: 2018/4/3 Accepted: 2018/10/13

In Botteh motif or Paisley Pattern is of great status in the Islamic art. This motif in a variety
of different types is used in Islamic artworks such as textiles, carpets, stucco, etc. During recent
centuries, the variety of this motif has persuaded scholars to do research on the origin of it. None
of these are comprehensive, and they cannot be attributed to all the motifs called Botteh; therefore,
various new hypotheses have already been raised about the origins of this motif. They are always
looking for the cause of this dispersion of opinions and trying to justify these various ideas.

In this paper, by asking three questions, the quiddity of this motif and the cause of the dispersion
of ideas about its origin are investigated.

1. What is the reason for the dispersion and incompleteness of the ideas about the origin of the
Botteh motif?

2. If the reasons for the dispersion of ideas are motifs that are similar in appearance but have
different meanings and origins, then what are the properties of aBotteh motif that distinguish it
from other motifs?

3. What are the historical, cultural and artistic evidencesthat confirm the cypress tree as the origin
of this motif?

The main hypothesis of the paper is that a group of motifs with different origins is imagined alike
due to similarity in form. Then all of them were named “Botteh” which is the most known motif
among these types of motifs.

The second hypothesis is as follows: The origin of the Botteh motif is a kind of conifer, but it
cannot be a cypress.

In order to answer the research questions and to test the validity of the hypotheses, firstly the
most important opinions of the researchers of the field of Islamic art studies on Botteh motifs
were briefly reviewed. And then they were classified in three groups of plants, animals, and other
ideasto better enable us to analyze them.In the following, the meaning of the name of this motif
was studied in Lexicons. By comparison of the results of these two sections and image examples
called Botteh, it is inferred that several types of motifs with various origins are imagined to be the
same due to the similarity of the apparent form.

In the second part, the idea of the cypress, as one of the most important opinions about the origin
of the Botteh motif;, is criticized.

The most important outcome of this research is getting to the point that several types of motifs with
different origins are considered to be the same because of theirevident formal similarities.

The second result of this research is suggestion of some distinctive properties for the Botteh motif.



