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Gagik king built a church called Holy Cross in the 10th century AD in the Aghtamar Island in
Turkey. It is a unique example in Christian art and one of the unique masterpieces of church
building in Armenian style. Many of the themes and style of the reliefs of the church,including
motifs of plants, animals, myths, human masks and kingship motifs,depict the Sasanian style.
This research studies the reliefs of Aghtamar church and the influence of Sasanian art on them,
using descriptive and comparative methods. The question that is arisen in this context is: which
Sasanian motifs affected the reliefs of AghtamarHoly Cross Church, and what was the reason
for drawing on these motifs? The aim of this research is a comparative study of motifs of the
Holy Cross Church of Aghtamar and Sassanian motifs, and identifying common aspects and
conceptsof these motifs in the decoration of the church. New wave of influence of the Sasanian
products in the 10th century AD emerged, not only in Islamic countries, but also in the Christian
kingdom of Caucasia and Constantinople. Sasanian motifs were transferred to the Armenian art
and the Holy Cross Church through the Islamic and byzantine arts. These motifs were used to
affirm the king’s power based on the Sassanian traditions, which were transferred to the Christian
art through the Islamic art. Some of these motifs were signs of Khvrnhin ancient Persia,some of
them represented freedom, but the greatest emphasis was on the concept of the monarchy. These
motifs were considered as symbols of the monarchy in relation to their places on the facade of
the church. Motifs of griffin and eagles are in the southern facade of the church that represents the
image of King Gagikin a doorframe, and on the right side of the frame, a bird with head of a ram
is depicted. Their role as symbols of royal power and glory is illustrated most clearly. Many of
the motifs of the church of Aghtamar wereultimately originated from the Sassanian art. Although
stylistic details show that the actual patterns,which were worked on in the artworks, were during
the Islamic era. The traditions which were the legaciesof the Sassanian art and lasted for centuries
in the art of other lands.

Keywords: Holy Cross Church, Aghtamar, SassanianMotifs, Armenian Art.
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