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Iran has a long history of book cover making techniques, which goes back to the distant past,
and has reached to the level of perfection and miraculousness through experimental stages. In
the Islamic period, maintaining the holy verses of the Quran, made book cover makers and
book binders to createthe best covers, which reached the zenith of perfection and prosperity
inthe Timurid period. The decorative products remained from this period in Iran could be the
true evidenceof the level of perfection of the technique. Iran is the cradle of the art of book
binding in this period, contemporaneous to the decline of thecalligraphy and consequently book
binding and book cover making in the western part of the Islamic world. During the Timurid
period, the old method of simple decoration was abandoned and book cover making techniques
became sophisticated,so that a seal was pressed 550 thousand times on a book cover, which
indicates the spirit of luxury and taste for beauty in this era, and the welfare and prosperityin
Herat and Samarkand; the second largest art center in the ninth century Hegira. In this research,
the influencesof the art of book cover making in Timurid Iran is comparatively studied in the
Mamluk period in Egypt with regard to themotifs. The main focus of the research is the designs
and motifs, used in the book covers in the eras of Timurid and Mamluks of Egypt. The questions
that will be answered in this study include: 1. How the motifs of the Timurid and Egyptian book
covers reciprocally influenced each other?2. What type of designs and motifs were common and
current in the Timurid and Egyptian book covers? Given the cultural, political and economic
transactions in the Timurid period between Iran and the powerful state of Mamluks of Egypt
(which included the lands of Egypt and Syria)this civilization was under the influence of Tranian
culture and art,including the art of bookbinding, which had a special place in the Timurid period,
and during the Mamluk era, the Egyptian artistswere influenced by theTimurid bookbinding
art with regard to the materials, motifs and the technique. The most important motifs, common
in both the Egyptian and the Timurid book covers, werecorner and medallion, geometric and
vegetativemotifs,which are widely used inbook covers of the both periods. To conduct this
research, descriptive- analytical method,and to collect data, library research method was used.
The historical range of this research covers the book covers of the Timurid Iran and Mamluks of
Egypt from the 8th century until the early 10th century AH (14th to early 16th century).

Keywords: Book Cover, Mamluks, Egypt, Timurid, Design and Motif, Islamic Att.
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