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Abstract

Postmodern or constitutive criminology is one of the theories of critical
criminology which was born in the 90s and introduced a systematic
description of postmodernism into the writings on criminology. Despite the
sceptical versions of postmodernism that have influenced humanities and
social sciences, postmodern criminology provides an affirmative approach,
and despite accepting the criticisms of postmodernism on modernism and
in particular positivist empiricism, it does not believe in nihilism and
subjectivism. Such theory does not accept the one-dimensional readings of
crime which pre-existed in criminology, but combines different theories
from various scientific disciplines, and uses all flows of thought in the
realm of postmodernism to provide a compressive analysis. Seeing
criminology as a social fact has no place in this theory, and postmodern
criminologists are of the opinion that complicated causation theories like
chaotic theory are needed due to the complexity of social engagements and
personal relationships. Taking postmodernism on board, the cause of crime
is not predictable and linear; but rather is sensitive to initial conditions and
unpredictable. That being so, in this descriptive-analytic study we
attempted to investigate and analyze the theoretical and intellectual
dimensions of postmodern criminology on crime, both regarding concept
and causation.

Keywords: Postmodern Criminology, Relativism, Non-linear Dynamic,
Chaos Theory.

1. Professor in Criminal Law and Criminology, Shahid Beheshti University, Tehran.
2. Ph.D. Student in Criminal law and Criminology, Mazandaran University, Mazandaran
(Corresponding Author): hossein_goldouzian@yahoo.com



