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Extended Abstract

The purpose of this study is to explain the prerequisites and mechanism of
interdisciplinary curriculum in order to realize comprehensive episteme. The research
method in this article is analytical-deductive. Two important questions are going to be
answered: "1) What are the prerequisites for interdisciplinary curriculum? 2) What is the
mechanism for substantiation in the acquired episteme through interdisciplinary
curriculum in higher education? According to the findings, the most important
prerequisite for interdisciplinary curriculum is understanding the importance of
interdisciplinarity in learner's self-directing. It is necessary for relevant practitioners to
realize that the division of subjects into separate syllabus makes it difficult to connect the
concept. The current discipline-based curriculum does not provide learners to develop
higher cognitive skills, which neglects dimensions of insight and skills of learning. Also,
since comprehensive episteme is learning that includes cognition, insight, and skill,the
academic curriculum must be conducive so that learners can reach all aspects of
comprehensive episteme. The mechanism of interdisciplinary curriculum is to provide
opportunity for discussion and thinking. It is also a means for professors to become
acquainted with new teaching methods, make assessment of local and national needs,
consider the results within the curriculum content and finally apply an appropriate
evaluation method. By using interdisciplinary curriculum, it is possible to realize the
comprehensive episteme of the university's prominent goals.

Keywords: comprehensive episteme, higher education, interdisciplinary curriculum,
prerequisite, mechanism

1. Associate Professor in Curriculum, Faculty of Humanities, Shahed University, Tehran, Iran.
sobhaninejad@ shahed.ac.ir

2. Assistant Professor in Curriculum, Faculty of Humanities, Shahed University, Tehran, Iran
(Corresponding Author).
M nourabadi@shahed.ac.ir


ISIH%20Journal
mailto:nourabadi@shahed.ac.ir

.. Interdisciplinary
Studies in the Humanitie

Vol. 9
No. 3
Summer 2017

Iintroduction

One of the responsibilities of higher educational system is to develop and flourish the
potential aptitudes of the participants. Growing One of the main functions of the academic
system is to increase the boundaries of human knowledge and train the specialist workforce
that is required for community through development and growth of the ability, genius and
intellectual capacity. Higher education contributes to solving society's challenges through the
strengthening of exploration, creativity and innovation and development of analytical and
critical ability of students, Thus it can be instrumental in the belief, social, cultural, economic
and political domains. Therefore to further influence the academic system, it is necessary that
designers and implementers of academic curriculum consider topics of different sciences,
and develop the creativity, critical thinking and process skills that is necessary for lifelong
learning as the axis of the planning.

One of the practical ways to improve academic curricula to transform the traditional
approach is to move towards an interdisciplinary approach. An interdisciplinary curriculum
is required to respond to current and future conditions and concerns. In pursuit of academic
goals and missions, it plays a constructive role in solving various problems of society.
According to the theoretical and research background, it is clear that the prerequisites and
mechanism of interdisciplinary curriculum aren't clear. Therefore it is necessary that the
importance of interdisciplinary curriculum be discussed in detail in this article in order to
achieve the comprehensive episteme.

Purpose

The purpose of this article is to determine the prerequisites for interdisciplinary curriculum
and quality of mechanism for substantiation of the acquired episteme through
interdisciplinary curriculum in higher education.

Design/methodology/approach

The research method in this article is analytical-deductive. Therefore, the related concepts of
this research were collected to discover the main lines of thought among the interdisciplinary
curriculum experts in higher education. Then the set of obtained concepts and conceptual
structures could be used to determine the prerequisites and mechanism of interdisciplinary
curriculum in higher education.

Findings and Results

In order to create a comprehensive episteme of interdisciplinary curriculum in higher
education, curricula designers need to consider the prerequisites and provide mechanisms.
According to the findings, the most important prerequisite for interdisciplinary curriculum
understands the importance of interdisciplinary in learner's self-directing. It is necessary for
relevant practitioners to discover that the division of subjects into separate syllabus makes it
difficult to comprehend the concepts. The current discipline based curriculum lacks to train
learners in high level intellectual skills, and develop dimensions of insight and skills of
learning. Since comprehensive episteme is a kind of learning that includes cognition, insight,



and skill the academic curriculum must be in such a way that learners can access all aspects of
comprehensive episteme.

Another prerequisite is giving attention to the individual and social comprehensive
growth of learners. One of the mechanisms for creating comprehensive episteme of
interdisciplinary curriculum is to provide opportunities for discussing, thinking and
transferring content to learners. It also identifies local and national needs through the needs
assessment methods and including them into the content of the curricula. The mechanism of
interdisciplinary curriculum is to provide opportunity for discussion and thinking,
acquainting professors with new teaching methods, needs assessment of local and national
needs, and consider the results of them in curriculum content, finally an appropriate
evaluation method for the curriculum needs to be implemented. By using and substantiating
interdisciplinary curriculum, it is possible to realize the comprehensive episteme of the
university's objectives. Thus a higher educational system using interdisciplinary curriculum
to create interdisciplinary comprehensive episteme will train students with appropriate
theoretical and scientific skills. In addition the combination of comprehensive competence
and realistic nurture will play a fundamental role in strengthening the advances of various
dimensions of society.

It is necessary that the results of these studies be considered by researchers, designers,
planners and administrators in order to design and implement an interdisciplinary
curriculum while paying attention to all aspects of the matter. Higher education can train
predominate learners with theoretical and scientific skills through the interdisciplinary
curriculum and create comprehensive episteme; It can also promote an important step in
linking scientific and practical knowledge while training students with the power of
comprehensive and realistic perspective.

Innovation, Limitations and implications

By using interdisciplinary curriculum, the comprehensive episteme can be achieved and
strengthen the goals of the higher educational system. By strengthening the mechanisms of
implementation of interdisciplinary curriculum, the learner’s episteme will be
comprehensively developed and adapted to the realities, needs and developments of society
in the present era.

The innovation of this paper is to explain the prerequisites for the emergence of
interdisciplinary curriculum and studying the mechanism of substantiation of episteme
through interdisciplinary curriculum. With this the results of this paper, the country's higher
educational centers will be convinced that interdisciplinary curricula is the solution to
substantiate comprehensive episteme in academic curricula.

It is necessary that the results of this article be considered by curriculum researchers,
designers, planners and teachers in order to design and implement the interdisciplinary
curriculum to all aspects of education. The efficiency of higher education will dramatically
increase with comprehensive episteme of interdisciplinary curriculum, paying attention to
the needs of students and the community and nationwide collaboration in the effective
components of teaching-learning process.
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