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Abstract

Spatial justice is considered one of the main purposes of urban planning; in its
most general sense, it has enjoyed the universal acceptance of experts and
scholars throughout history. As a result, a considerably large number of various
theories based on the concept of justice in the city have been put forward.
However, because of the interdisciplinary nature of the concept of justice, its
definitions and explanations as well as its implementation in urban planning not
only are at times inconsistent, but can also be contradictory. The aim of this
paper is to outline the typology of theories of justice in urban planning in order
to formulate a conceptual explication of the theoretical route of urban theories of
justice (indigenous theories). The research was carried out through a systematic
review of justice-based theories in urban planning and the application of
Allmendinger’s meta-theory framework in the field of justice research.
Comprising five broad categories, our scheme can define a framework for a way
forward, as well as facilitate theorizing in this field. In this regard, qualitative
research methods such as systematic review, secondary study and typology were
used for data collection and analysis. The use of typology and conceptual
classification of justice study helps towards better understanding of this
interdisciplinary concept. Therefore, after a review of planning theory typology
in urban planning, justice theories have been explained on the basis of the
selected type. The outcome of this paper presents a conceptual framework for a
better and more comprehensive understanding of the complexities of the
principle of justice in urban planning, which can work as a research guide in
various kinds of research on justice in urban planning.

Keywords: justice, urban planning, indigenous planning theory, metatheories
typology.
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