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Archaeology of Text and an Approach to Archaeological Criticism

Vahid Askarpour?
Assistant Professor of Tabriz Art University, Tabriz, Iran.

The paper concerns with a discussion on the attributes and characteristics of
reviewing and criticizing archaeological text on the one hand, and potentiaities as
well as basics of using an “archaeological attitude” in criticism and evaluation of
humanities texts as well as influential movements of different orders of knowledge
on the other hand. The process of transforming ancient remains to archaeological
material and text has been considered to extract some patterns which could be used
in turn as a basis for a discussion on the manner and procedure of archaeology of
archaeological text. The main queries include what is the relation between
archaeological attitudes as a means of critic with human sciences? what status had
archaeology within philosophical thoughts, with what special attributes?
Archaeology as a discipline how far is a part of other human sciences, and where it
is splitting from them? The Necessity in investigating such questions is depended on
the particular nature of archaeology which is at the same time a part of humanities
and going behind them on the other hand, and the considerable usages of
archaeological procedure as acritical method in analyses of texts within philosophy,
rising the term of “philosophical archaeology” on the other hand. The importance of
discussing the topic is that it could be an introduction to recognize the true status of
archaeology in relation to other human sciences, leading to awareness about that
kind of factors which could make possible the emergence of archaeological attitudes
within different human sciences. Philosophical archaeology is not something other
than archaeol ogy itself and there is no need to trandlate in Persian as “ Dirin-shenasi”
[Palaeology]. The result showed that archaeology though generally a part of
humanities, is not just a human science among the others according to some
important aspects, and rather has a particular materiality as its main concern which
could give possibility of a deeper fundamental attitude to be raised within it. There
is a hermeneutic aspect active within the foundation of archaeological thought,
paving the way for using it as a critical approach in the humanities. Archaeology as
such an approach has three interrelated characteristics: Firstly, it is a a back and
forth moving between the text (its contents, meaningful statements) and its
meateriality (its being a product, the process of its material forming, distribution and
consumption); secondly, it considers context of the text as a hermeneutic whole, the
necessitating Arche and basis of sets of synchronic concepts and statements to be
exist together within the construct and structure of the text, considering author as an
inseparable vital part of the emergence of texts; thirdly, it takes material processes as
an effective factor in formation leakage of concepts and meanings within and
through the text, seeking for these processes
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