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Zahabiya in Safavaid Era

H. Hajianpour®

H. Pirouzan?

Abstract

Zahabiya was a Shia Sufi genealogy practiced during the whole
Safavid rule in Iran. It played various roles in the social and political
arenas. This genealogy experienced fewer ups and downs in comparison
with the other genealogies such as Shia or Sunni, in the Safavid era. Its
relationship with the Safavid dynasty, under the influence of the
religious and political conditions of Iran, could be divided into three
distinct periods. Using a descriptive-analytical approach, relying on
library resources and implementing original historical and Sufi texts, this
research tried to find an answer to these questions: What were the socio-
political activities of the Zahabiya genealogy?, and How was their
interaction with the Safavid kings? The findings indicated that this
genealogy was different from the other Sufi genealogies because of the
four following reasons: 1 — the proximity of the Safavid dynasty to the
Zahabiya 2-Zahabiya's efforts to save and stabilize the Safavid dynasty
3- Zahabiya's attempts to resurrect the Sufi background of the Safavid
dynasty and their refusal to accept positions in the court and the
government, and eventually 4- Zahabiya's mild mystic behaviors.

Keywords: Zahabiya, Safavid, Shia, Conversation, Jurists.
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