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The Common Link Phenomenon in the Chains of
Transmitters of Traditions: Explanation and Analysis

S. Ali Aghaei’

Abstract: Over half a century, western scholars are familiar with the common link
phenomenon in the chains of transmitters (isnads) of traditions (hadzths), interpreted it
differently and tried using it to identify the time and place of creation and dissemination of
traditions. In this paper based on analytical approach, different interpretations of this
phenomenon are explained and their methodological presupposition are analysed. This study
reveals that there are at least three distinct interpretations of the common link, and
consequently different dating for traditions. The common link is the inventor of tradition in
question according to one interpretation, the authority to whom the tradition is ascribed in
later period regarding another one, or the collector who first systematically spread the tradition
with reference to last one. Thus, respectively the tradition might originate with the common
link, it might be younger than the common link, or it might be older than the common link.
Finally, it appears that the difference or conflict of dating traditions relates to presuppositions
which each of these interpretations based on them.

Keywords: Common Link, Isnad Analysis, Dating Traditions, J. Schacht, G.H.A. Juynboll,
H. Motzki
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2 lbid., p 170.
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4 G.H.A. Juynboll (1983), Muslim Tradition, Studies in Chronology, Provenance and Authorship of Early
Hadith, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, pp 206- 217.

5 ldem (1994), “Early Islamic Society as Reflected in Its Use of Isnads”, Le Muséon, pp 107:1-2, 153; idem
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Idem (1994), p 155; idem (1991), p 155; idem (1993), p 212.

Idem (2001), p 306.
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