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Specified Issue

Nature in 
Tehran Urban
Landscape
Report: Reyhane Hojjati

The first workshop of the higher education of landscape 

phenomenology, on Tuesday 14th September at the Museum of 

Contemporary Art, was an inducement for presenting two different 

perceptions of nature presence in Tehran landscape which was held by 

Mr. “ Yves Luginbühl” adviser to European Union in implementation 

of  European Landscape Convention and Ms. "Anne Sgard”, professor 

at in Geneva, Switzerland. This workshop was planned and held in 

cooperation with “organization of Tehran beautification” and “Nazar 

research center for art, architecture and urbanism”. 

First Impression, Anne Sgard
Mountains of Tehran could not be seen in the first two days 

of visit. The scattered trees, magnitude of the city and major 

commercial centers made the first perception of the city while 

there was an uncertain logical connection between the city and 

mountain. Having stayed for two days, from the tall buildings 

and urban air pollution, the mountains seem to appear that look 

much closer than it is assumed. These mountains are at their 

starting point and the city has come to invade them. There seems 

that the mountains and foothills have been eaten by the city. . 

This procedure has led to a brutal description of Tehran which 

has disregarded the mountains in city landscape. She believes 

that the boundary between the mountains and the city of should 

not be defined based on site features and locations rather in a line 

and a level.

Second Impression: Yves Luginbühl
The first impression addresses the large gap between the natural 

features and the other elements in the city; a gap repeated in green 

spaces of the city. Scattered patches of green space in the city of 

Tehran, their disconnection to each other, their lack of access and 

integration do not generate identity and unique understanding of 

nature. This has lead to disconnection of rivers and streams from 

natural structure and introduction of these infrastructures as city 

downfalls despite their high capacity for landscape development. 

The first step to obviate this isolation and separation is the 

preparation of Tehran landscape Atlas which provides strategies 

to preserve cultural, historical and natural hubs of the city by 

identification and determination of Tehran landscape facilities. 

The Atlas will eventually result in landscape development 

projects that can be the basis for future planning and constructive 

interaction among residents, professionals and technicians.

In this viewpoint also noted the gap between the economy and 

landscape was also reviewed. Unlike classical thinking that all 

decisions are made based on economic benefits and value of 

materials, today non-commercial goods and values including 

“landscape” are targeted. Landscape is priceless in financial 

calculations and costs, while its role in the welfare of the people 

is undeniable. The landscape world should not be passive and 

dependent, in terms of the economy; it should be an affecting 

active variable in economy and lead to a revolution in landscape.
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