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Pic 2 : Perspolice, Lion Capital pillar,Iran.
Source: www.flickr.com
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The Relations between the two great nations
of Iran and India date back to the time when
the group of people moved from north east
region of Iran to Indus Valley. The exchange
of culture and ideas between Iran and India
took place through migration and from this
point the cultural ,economic ,commercial
and political relationships between the two
nations begin to grow.

The two cultures influenced each other
over many centuries.There have been
archaeological discoveries including
inscriptions found on stones and coins

that confirms Indo-Iranian cultural basis.
These influences were investigated in 16th
workshop of new theories by “Dr.Mahdi
Khajeh piri” can be divided into periods.
Indo-Iranian relationship in pre-islamic
period.

The word ‘Hindu’ has its origin in Sanskrit
literature.In the rig veda, India was referred
to as the country of ‘Sapta Sindhu’The
word ‘Sindhu refers to rivers and sea and
not merely to the specific river called the
Sindhu (Indus), now in Pakistan.

In Vedic sanskrit, according to ancient
dictionaries, “sa” was pronounced as “ha”
Thus ‘Sapta Sindhu’ was pronounced as
‘hapta Hindu’ The ancient Persian also
referred to India as ‘Hapta HinduThat is
why scholars came to believe that the word
‘Hindu’ had its origins to Iran.

In terms of architecture the influence

from Achaemenid Persia during Ashoka
kingdom can be discussed.Under Ashoka
carving in stones become widespread.
Ashokas freestanding stone pillars crowned
by animal capital and inscription were
startling innovation.

The technology for such undertaking was
brought to India by Persian craftsmen
fleeing in face of advancing armies of
Alexander the Great (Pic 1, 2).

The column capitals supporting the roofs at
Persepolis have similarities, and the “rather
cold, hieratic style” of the Sarnath Lion
Capital of Ashoka especially shows “obvious
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Achaemenid and Sargonid influence.

2. The role of Iranian and Islamic
architecture since the advent of Islam in the
Indian subcontinent.

The first contact of muslims to India
happened in two ways:

L. Islam first arrived in India from the
south with Arab traders to coastal Malabar
during the 7th century. the Arabs were
active as mariners and traders in the Indian
Ocean and, had close commercial ties

with the rulers of the port cities. The Arab
merchants and mariners directed their
interest, after the coming of Islam, to not
just trade and commerce but also to sharing
the message of their new religion Islam with
the people they traded with.

I1. Second groups were Persians who made
their way to India from north Iran and
propagated the Islamic-Persian culture

in India. Although no traces of Persian
conquest which was built in Islamic
architectural style remains, But the oldest
Persian Islamic monument in North India

is Tomb “Shah Yusuf Gardizi” the great
mystic of mid -6th century AD, in the city of
Multan. It is an oblong building 37 feet long
and 32 feet wide. The roof is supported on a
semi-circular arch. The ceiling is decorated
with mirror work for which Multan has
always been famous. The external walls are
decorated with glazed tiles of white and blue.
Quwwat-ul-Islam Mosque built in 1193

CE by Qutbuddin Aibak, founder of the
Mamluk dynasty, was the first mosque to
be built in the Indian subcontinent .He
ordered the destruction of 27 Hindu and
Jain temple to furnish building material for
the construction of Delhi s first mosque.

It is built of red sandstone and white
marble. The mosque has a rectangular plan
with halls covered by dome and minaret
which is derived from Turkish and Indian
style. However the overall architectural
style of this mosque reminds dominant
architectural style of north Iran.

3. Mamluks(1206-1290) Khalji(1290-1320)

Lecturer: Dr. Mahdi Khajeh piri
Report: Mahdieh Khajeh piri

Tughlak (1321-1413) and Lodi Dynasty
(1451-1526) in north and Bahmani
sultanate (Deccan1327-1527) in south
were muslim rulers each ruled India for

a relatively long period and left their
influence in the architectural styles of
mosques tombs places bridges, etc.

Islamic architecture in India can be
classified into three sections:

Delhi or the imperial style (1191 to1557
AD); the provincial style, encompassing
the surrounding areas like Jaunpur and the
Deccan; and the Mughal architecture style
(1526 to1707 AD).

Among these Deccans architecture is
marked by its distinct originality and
independence of style which was influenced
by Persian architecture style due to the
migration of Persians to southern India via
sea. The Persian style of architecture can
be seen in Gulbarga, Bidar, Golkonda and
Bijapur. However, so far hardly any research
has been conducted that study Persian
architectural style in south India.
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Pic 1: Ashoka Lion Pillar, Vaishali, Bihar.
Source: www.flickr.com



