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Abstract

The House is the most significant building encompassing ones whole life, so its shape and
form has direct effect on lifestyle defining the characteristics of dwellers. For this reason
cognition of the house concept can be a reasonable source in exploration of people’s attitudes
toward life in various time periods. By the time passing, developments in communications,
attendance of new architectures, known as imported architecture and new technologies cause
different approaches in procedure of design and construction in Iranian architecture,
especially for traditional houses, which leads to a great change in house meanings and
lifestyles in few decades. Nowadays, it seems that the ability of achieving proper house
design and lifestyles in adaptation with current social and cultural identity is in direct relation
with conservation of past cultural monuments.

The process of establishing the new conservation methods of historical monuments in Iran
coincided with developments in communications appeared in mid-Qajar era-1301 Hijri
shamsi. But for some reasons the conservation of the first historical houses started later in 40s
decade. The initial question shaping this research was to find the reasons for this delay which
happens 50 years later than other organized conservations. To achieve the answer it was
needed to study the prevalent theoretical paradigms toward Iranian historical houses
conservation in different time periods. The hypothesis on which the research took shape was:
Lack of understanding the value and social status of historical houses, during establishment
of the new attitudes toward conservation, causes failure in their maintenance. This failure
means that since the new technologies did not change Iranians lifestyle, they did not count the
house as their historical and cultural heritage? The research method was based on collecting
guantitative data and studying restorated historical houses to survey the process of
establishing the historical house conservations via studying the historical written sources and
comparing them with field researches done in house cases, especially the ones located in
Tabriz. Providing the documents, this process leads to defining the intellectual paradigms
available in each time period considering their success or failure in conservation.

Key Words: House, Conservation, Historical Monuments Value, Tabriz, Conservation of
Historical Houses.
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