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Cahar-Tagies and Fire-temples of Iran

Yaghesh Kazemi
Department of Architecture, Ramsar Branch, Islamic Azad University, Ramsar, Iran.
(Email: y.kazemi@iauramsar.ac.ir)

Abstract

Cahar-Tagqi is a four-columned/pillared structure standing over four corners of a square base,
with each couple of them being attached mutually from above through a crescent-type arch,
augmented with a dome erected over the whole structure. Cahar-Tagies are among
fundamental Iranian architectural forms which have been repeatedly used from Sassanid era
onwards and through Islamic period. For Sassanid era Cahdr-Tagies the basic question
concerns their using; namely wheather they had been temples or some part of fire altars with
a whole religious using or not. Lack of stylistic data has influenced somewhat negatively the
restoration measures, Archaeological surveys as well as rehabilitations of such historical
sites. In this paper we have discussed other possible (non-religious) usings of Sassanid period
Cahar-Tagies; those such as road stations or milestones, tombs, and solar-calendar structures.
While also apprizing the module-system of Cahar-Tagies, it is tried to answer the question as
why most Cahar-Tagies of Sassanid period have been located far from residential places.
Finally a calendar-using hypothesis of Cahar-Tagies has underwent a critical assessment in
terms of three different types, and a new hypothesis has been presented and developed for a
calendar using of double porticoes of the so-called fire-temple in the Kuh-e Kh'gjeh in the
Sistan province. The methodology used in this research program is a sort of “Interpretive-
Historical Research Method®, and is based on field studies through direct observations and
measurements of monuments, aided by eyewitness evidences.
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