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Diagram 1. Special specifications of the presence of nature and the
results gained from traditional houses. Source: author.
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Fig. 1. The plans of two houses in Isfahan and Yazd which are indicative of the presence of all the three spatial elements in traditional houses.

Source:Ministry of Road & Urban Development,1993.

3929 275 9 (Bly Slaww 93 12 0 (b polis | ggite
@ b yolic b olgs oBTogab 5 ol8Togs (65,5 .cuils
oM Gk abg g (o) )l o)lid e 90
Olmlﬁf S9 ‘(....9 Ol;&)s Lgl) » g‘ &f/o L;Lho Uhﬁ)a Sﬁ
U"’)B 0¥ ‘_s’L.qu (:‘..\.o L)u.oJ La o‘).o&y % u...ll;a Cawl 03¢ e g
ol 0208l o LS gy o8 i85 5 4395l Camuao by Jlaww o
il )3 O3 45 Csr i g 2l Jio (dlas o K 4
090° 4 gl Canb 3955 51 (6,500 98 bboyd 5 sz )lx
Gl 0 A a slalad

Qs dowd (slalad o jloen uw OB ) diuy Ao (lad
S (G g odd e aible e slaedlil )3 gstie jo0 &
W& o o )8 gl e ol lasl) iy das (slad £o5 nin Gl
lad pl.cuild 39 cglate (glad,Slos g bl b (o SpMe
03059) sWlled plsl g Lol ) Sowt g dol 9 ) oxo o2
aawly 4y SlBgl (glo)ly Wl clalad -y Salasio by lg) 509
Sl b Sloj 5 bl achl yooren bl L dauly o bL)|
Jos alb cagll ) (S grren iy glalad bl
Canb STl gl Blas] LB (g iy p 23S 0
oo yo i le go5 bld & g &l 0 1 .88 o S
2o e e glis 0 SO Mo s juaie S
ooled g 99,8 sg jl 3 baea b (bl L (sLad 1) 23

AFER ol o Wil Sglis Simyb i ¢ bl s o5

Fig 2. Presence of nature in the form of primary, secondary and abstract
natural elements in a Qajar house in Tehran.Source: Cultural Department
of the Embassy of Italy in Iran, 1990.
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Fig3. Exposure to natural elements of the yard from inside the room. Source: Ministry of Roads & Urban Development,1993.
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Fig 4. Semi-closed spaces in the traditional house in the form of Ivan and passageway. Source: Ministry of Roads & Urban Development,1993.
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Diagram 3. Required conditions and fields in nature, human and human made environment for the emergence of complete interaction between these

three and promotion of sense of belonging to the place -case study Iranian traditional houses. Source: author.
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The relationship between the presence of nature and the increase in the sense
of belonging in the Iranian traditional houses
Zeynab Daeipour*

Abstract

The natural elements have always had a valuable role in the life of humans, especially in the formation of living places.
Today human in most cases is seeking for destructive domination of nature in order to meet the needs which poten-
tially and without understanding incidents or legal bounds (which are mostly legislated inevitably) are interminable.
On the other hand, today due to various cultural and economic reasons, houses have been changed and are not yet
the places for performing diverse relaxing practical activities and saving nostalgic memories in which, compared to
traditional houses, the environmental perception and sense of belonging have been decreased. Thus, three focal points
are the primary motivations for the formation of this paper:

1- Considering the nature and the necessity to revitalize the positive interactions of human with nature

2- Considering to reduction and in some cases lack of sense of belonging in today’s houses

3- Considering to the rich architecture of Iranian traditional houses, understanding and taking advantage of its resultful
structural rules

In the recent decade, the three major issues considered by this paper which are nature, sense of place (especially for
houses) and spatial structural specifications of Iranian traditional houses alone or in the dual relationship with each
other have been considered and studied by scientists especially the theoreticians of behavioral sciences and phenom-
enologists. This paper looks at the reasons and types of relationships among these three issues and studies the effective
indicators and tries to: 1- study the presence of nature in signifying and creating sense of belonging to the place. 2-
Investigate the crucial factors and conditions for the presence of nature in the promotion of sense of belonging to the
place in Iranian traditional houses so that, by understanding them, in the process of today designs and especially the
residential ones, a deserving position would be considered for nature beyond what is considered today in terms of vis-
ual relation. The studies of theoretical section (the first part of study) are based on documents and texts sources. In the
second part the results from experimental objective observations regarding the quality of presence of nature, spatial
structural specifications of traditional houses and also beliefs and mental processing of the residents of these houses
are used to indicate the reasons and conditions for promoting sense of belonging resulting from human interaction
with nature in the field of traditional house. In the procedure of the research, first by considering the environmental
psychology literature, the qualities forming the identity of place and components affecting the environment’s percep-
tion are studied. By taking into account the data of above theoretical discussions, it is indicated that each phenomenon
can be assumed as a critical variable in the creation of sense of belonging via three components: 1- ability to activate
all senses, 2- responding to inter-environment practical activities, 3- existence of emotional semantic aspects in the
human’s subjective perceiving background. On the other hand, the quiddity and semantic position of nature in the
literature of contemporary architecture and also Islamic ideology (that a traditional house is formed in that culture) are
investigated. By taking advantage of indicators and their accordance with sensational, practical and semantic potential
capacities of nature, it is demonstrated that the presence of nature improves place perception and sense of belonging
to the environment both in the viewpoints of contemporary theoreticians of the religious views and religious tradition-
alists. In the second part, traditional houses are studies as field and spatial structures containing place perceptions in
order to specify the structural specifications which highlight the presence of nature and its effects. Finally, it is con-
cluded that result-giving and increasing in being accountable to the various activities and semantic sensational needs
in qualitative and quantitative terms and improving the sense of belonging to the place are dependent on simultaneous
and continuous presence of a specific condition in all three elements of human, nature and traditional house which
in a circular action results in more respect and protect for the nature as follows: 1- nature with diversity in presence
in the form of triple forms (primary, secondary and abstract), not being limited and selective for presence, continuity
and permanent repetition while depending on time, 2- the residents of Iranian traditional houses with strong semantic
faith backgrounds toward nature and mental readiness for achieving the meaning from interacting with it, 3- traditional
houses with specific architecture, physical diversity of spaces (open, semi-closed and closed), introversion and spatial
privacy as an appropriate field for intensifying quantitative and qualitative presence perception of nature.
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