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Turkish Islam Befor the Formation of the Seljuqg Government

Claude Cahen
Transleted by: Mehdi Parvareh®

Samira shahbazi®

Abstract

Several tribes constitute Turks and basically the usage of the term ‘Turks’ has caused some
ambiguities in the historiography of eastern khalifate. Accurate studies about their race and how they
spread through a vast field of global geography have been unfortunately absent. Turk scholars like
Claude Cahen and a few others have managed to conduct a correct philological study by mastering
arabic, turkish, armenian, and persian languages. Claude Cahen, in Pre-Ottoman Turkey, has studied
the typology of turk fmilies and their population and more importantly has pointed out their
conversion to Islam and their appropriation of islamic civilization prior to Seljugs. These aspects have
been largely neglegted in Iranian scholarship and a correct translation of relevant chapter seems to
offer a good oportunity for students interested in middle eras of Iranian history. In this chapter,
Cahen portrays the introduction of islam into different turkish branches who inhabited western
Turkestan, Russia, Iran, and eastern europe and provides the readers with a comprehensive view into
such transformations. Here, after giving several reasons, he accepts the Kara-Khanid Khanate, rather
than Ghaznavid and Saljuqg kingdoms as the earliest state which turned to Isalm.

Keywords: Turkish Islam , Kara-Khanid, Seljugs, Ghaznavid.
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5. Ural- Altaic -

6. American Red Skins
7. Finno- Ugrians

8. Hungarians

9. Samoyeds

10. Tungus

11. Mongols

12. Huns

13. Attila
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14. Jaxarts

15. Siberia

16. Volga

17. Central Asia
18. Chinece Turkestan
19. Dekuz- Oghuz
20. Uyghurs

21. Kashgar

22. Indo- European
23. Scythians

24. Sarmatians

25. Kirghiz

26. Aryan

27. Lower Danube
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28. middle Volga
29. Khazars

30. Crimea

31. Caspian

32. Caucasus
33. phonetic

34. ideographic
35. Orkhon
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36. Semi - sedentarized
37. Khan

38. Khagan

39. Tokharian

40. Shaman
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41. Syriac

42. Karluks

43. Pecheneg

44, Finnish

45, Magyars

46. Russo- Norsemen
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47. Ouzoi
48. Kipchaks
49. Cumans
50. Balkans
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52. Fergana
53. Afshin

54. Ikhshid
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57. Roman
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58. Indus
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59. Karakhanids

60. Satuk Bughrakhan

61. Mawara annahr/Transoxainia
62. Syr Darya/Jaxartes
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64. ILek- Khanid

65. Tabghach- khan
66. Ordu/Aord

67. Chinese puzzle
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68. Kudatku Bilik

69. Poem of Wisdom
70. Yabgu

71. Jand

72. Aral sea
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