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“It is an amusement for me to take what liberties I like with these Persians,
who (as | think) are not poets enough to frighten one from such excursions,
and who really do want a little Art to shape them.”
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Wake! For the Sun, who scatter’d into flight
The Stars before him from the Field of Night,

Drives Night along with them from Heav’n,
The Sultan’s Turret with a Shaft of Light.

(Fitzgerald, Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam (o™ ed.), p. 1o5)
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A Book of Verses underneath the Bough,
A Jug of Wine, a loaf of Bread—and Thou
Beside me singing in the Wilderness—
Oh, Wilderness were Paradise enow!
(Fitzgerald, Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam (o™ ed.), p. 105)
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