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Pic4: The plan of Amin al-

Dolehpark (left) and Zel 

al-Soltan park (right) in the 

map of Tehran in 1892, 

prepared by Abd al-Ghaf-

far. Source: National Geo-

graphical Organization of 

armed forces.

Pic2:The European garden-

er, 1870, by Mahmudkhan-

Malek al-Shoara, Source: 

Archive of Golestan palace.
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Europeanization
in
Persian Garden
Hamidreza Jayhani, Ph.D Candidate of Architectural Conservation, Art University of Isfahan, Iran. h.jayhani@aui.ac.ir

Abstract:This study intends to clear the 

aspects and characters of the late period of 

garden making in Tehran from 1882 to 1894. 

The gardens of this short period offer a variety 

of samples which are different from traditional 

gardens of Iran in forms and layouts. This study 

will focus on the conversion and evolution of 

the gardens based on the changes in plants 

and gardening style. The converted style in 

gardening and horticulture found new char-

acters since the end of 19th century and ap-

peared as a novel result called park. 

130 years of garden building in Qajarid Teh-

ran has undergone several stages. The studied 

period is a part of the last stage and its result 

has been occasionally called park instead of 

garden. The beginning of the last stage was 

started just before 1882. 

To show off the mentioned details and new 

arrangements, which was formed on the basis 

of European gardening and horticulture, the lin-

ear spatial structure in the main patterns was 

replaced by a complex of elegant views pictur-

esquely. The new landscapes, which were less 

formal than the former layouts, were compat-

ible with the aristocracy that had been formed 

at the end of the reign of Naser al-dinShah. 

These views helped for a better presentation 

of the beauty made by ornamental or orna-

mented plants. Some new features were also 

added to the traditional gardens: curvy path-

ways to change directions and make various 

views, ponds, sculptures and most importantly 
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and beauty can clear that the new gardens 

and parks might follow the European gardens 

from an aesthetic viewpoint which could be 

perceived by aristocrats and nobles. In other 

words the garden makers in Tehran have not 

been attracted by the layout or general concept 

of the European garden but the beauty of new 
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This fascination revived an old attachment to 
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Keywords: Tehran, Qajar, Gardening, Gar-

den, Park, Europeanization.
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Transformations of Tehran Gardens in Decades of 1300 AH
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Pic3: Kamranieh garden in 

1880s. Source: Zuka, 1997.
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