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Pic1: Using traditional 

Chinese agricultural land-

scapes, Shanghai, China. 

Source:

www.free.photo.gatag.net
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Pic 3: The aboriginal plants 

implantation at the terrac-

on creating familiar land-

-

cation, Shanghai, China. 

Source: www.asla.org
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Pics 4&5: Site vegetation, 

selected from Chinese 

aboriginal plant types, 

Shanghai, China. Source: 

www.asla.org 
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Pic 2: By creating pond and 

terracing, the designer re-

sponds to the various chal-

lenges in the site, Shang-

hai, China. Source:

www.turenscape.com
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Pics 6&7: Reclamation of 

the industrial constructions 

in the site and preservation 

of the site’s industrial spirit, 

Shanghai, China. Source: 

www.asla.org

http://www.turenscape.com/english/projects/project.
php?id=443

http://www.turenscape.com/english/projects/proj-
ect.php?id=443
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Identity Oriented Approaches 
in Houtan Park in Shanghai

Rivers are among the main factors in shaping the urban mor-

phology, city’s identity continuity and environmental sustainability. Since 

the industrialization of the cities, natural features such as rivers were ne-

glected and turned into contaminated places with no sign of life. In some 

cases, negative consequences were arisen due to inappropriate deci-

sions made by the urban leaders for eliminating the pollution from the 

rivers by various methods such as covering the contaminated rivers in the 

city, which caused people forget these natural features which eventually 

lost their role in urban structures.

However, whereas the importance of nature presence has been dis-

of the natural sources and their social and environmental rehabilitation. 

Huangpu River in Shanghai is one of the most successful examples of 

these types of approaches toward the inner city rivers. The widespread 

contamination of the river which made it an uninhabitable location for any 

type of creature was the main problem. Therefore, urban management 

team implemented the purpose of its various projects (such as Hooton 

Park) toward the ecological rehabilitation of this river. 

approaches, had a profound understanding of the condition of this river. 

Apart from solving various challenges of this site, he tried to create a 

sustainable landscape which reminds people of the Chinese culture and 

traditional agriculture. He has not forgotten the history of the site and has 

creates a combination of the tradition and modernity in a very pleasant 

way by the use of all the industrialized means in the site. Moreover, with 

these approaches he has also created a place for recreation and leisure 

activities for the people. Yu’s approaches in landscape projects have had 

sustainable development of the site and its surrounding environment. In-

deed, he also pays a great deal of attention to the Chinese culture and 

landscape which causes him prosperity and success in his projects.

In Hooton Park project, natural features of the ecosystem were main-

tained and the connection of human beings with their identity and history 

was made by the rehabilitation of the nature. This way of thinking and 

decision making which solves all the various types of issues in an urban 

environment are the main reasons for the success of this project and its 

being entitled as 2010 best project by the American Architecture Com-

munity. 

-

mental sustainability, Collective memory, Identity.

, 6(12): 45-56
-

made environment identity.  1(1): 59-71. 
-

tween historical memory of space and its success. , 2(11): 76-77.
-

tions.org/ideas/innovations/data/000180 (Accessed 2 may 2013).

project.php?id=443(Accessed 2 may 2013).

No.22/ Spring 2013

10

Pic 7



9

a.farahani.fard88@gmail.com m-sheibani@cc.sbu.ac.irPic1: Old Tehran water 

Tehran. Source: Maleki & 
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