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Figl. Arabesque motif. Faramarz mourns death of his father and
his uncle, Zavareh.Baysongori Shahnameh, 1429. Source: Mas-
terpieces of Persian Painting, 2005: 44.
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Fig2. Living Rocks.The Khagan and Kamous observe the Irani-

ans.Shah Tahmasb ‘s Shahnameh,1540. Source: Masterpieces of
Persian Painting, 2005: 282.
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Fig3.Ascension of Prophet Mohammad (PBUH).Haft-Orange
Jami, 1559.Source: Azhand, 2005: 218.
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Fig4. Rostam slays Arzhang. Shah Tahmasb ‘s Shahnameh,1540.
Source: Masterpieces of Persian Painting, 2005: 257.
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Fig7.Yusof enters Zoleikha’s Banquet.
Panj Ganj, 1521.Source: Masterpieces
of Persian Painting, 2005: 112.

2005: 311.

ol dolald ;w Y 5 Jl) )I PL‘" )‘..\g..) .;').»5.45
G55 ola Kol : 35l 5.0MAF (g fue Lol

Fig6. Sam visits Zall who is in the Phoenix’s
nest. Shahnameh of Shah Ismail Il, 1576.
Source: Masterpieces of Persian Painting,
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Fig5. Esfandiyar battles the Dragon.

Shahnameh of Shah Ismail Il, 1576.

Source: Masterpieces of Persian Painting,
2005: 309.
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Fig8.The Lion kills Shanzaba.Kalila va Dimna, 1429. Source:
Azhand, 2008: 156.
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Fig10. The Fire Trail of Siyavash.Shah Tahmasb’s Shahnameh,
1540. Source: Masterpieces of Persian Painting, 2005: 261.
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Fig9. Leili and Majnon at school, 1495. Source: Conferences
collected essays Kamal-al-Din Behzad.2007:508.
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Symbolic Elements in Persian Painting

Asghar Kafshchian Moghadam*
Maryam Yahaghi**

Abstract

Developments in the Persian painting enjoy a relative continuity and progression despite historic interruptions and the
influence of foreign cultures, and many visual and thematic commonalities are observed in the works of different ages of
the Persian painting. Symbolism as one of the tools of visual expression and a representation of concepts has brought many
works of the Persian panting together both in terms of form and concept. Therefore, a survey on the symbolic elements and
semiotics in the Persian painting is considerable with regards to the status of the symbols and the method of their application
in various eras. Evaluation of the various symbolic elements through their categorization into geometrical, composed and
natural symbols has prepared the ground for a better and more accurate process of studying the function of the elements,
the symbolic setting and symbolism in general in the Persian paintings. The symbolic elements as representations of exalted
and remote concepts and have evident and remarkable manifestations which have often maintained their connections with
tangible reality. The Persian artist has exposed symbolic paintings with different functions, sometimes through a completely
immaterial and abstract method, sometimes inspired by the reality, sometimes by exaggerating the actual characteristics and
sometimes by composing different characteristics, which have facilitated the bounds and relations with intangible concepts
and meanings in the picture setting by means of symbolic composition. In fact, the Persian painter in various eras uses the
valuable background of Persian poem and literature as well as deep concepts of Iranian Wisdom and Islamic Mysticism,
not to represent the tangible nature but to express the symbolic significance. Therefore, innovation and application of the
symbolic elements in the visual language of the Persian painting in various eras have gone through a complementary process
in terms of form and content.

Keywords
Symbolic Elements, Geometrical Symbols, Composed Symbols, Natural Symbols Persian Painting.
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