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Weary with toil, I haste me to my bed,

The dear repose for limbs with travel tired;

But then begins a journey in my head,

To work my mind, when body’s work’s expired:

For then my thoughts, from far where | abide,

Intend a zealous pilgrimage to thee,

And keep my drooping eyelids open wide,

Looking on darkness which the blind do see:

Save that my soul’s imaginary sight

Presents thy shadow to riy sightless vicw,

Which like a jewel hung in ghastly night,

Makes black night beautectizand her old face new.
Lo, thus, by day my limbs, by night my mind,
For thee and for myself no quiet find.
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Whilst I alone-did call upon thy aid,

My verse alone had all thy gentle grace;

But now my gracious numbers ste-decay’d,

And my sick Muse doth give another place. -

I grant, sweet love, thy lovely argument

Deserves the travail of a worthier pen;

Yet what of thee thy poet doth invent

He robs thee of, and pays it thee again.

He lends thee virtue, and he stole that word

For thy behaviour; beauty doth he give,

And found it in thy cheek: he can afford

*lo praise to thee but what in thee doth live.
Then thank him not for that which he doth say, -
Since what he owes thee thou thyself dost pay.
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My tongue-tied Muse in manners holds her still,
While comments of your praise, richly compiled,
Reserve their character with golden quill, /
And precious phrase by all the Muses filed.
I think good thoughts, whilst other write good words,
And, like unletter’d clerk, still cry ‘Amen’
" To every hymn that able spirit affords,
In polish’d form of well refined pen.
Hearing you praised, I say “Tis so, ’tis true,’
And to the most of praise add something more;
But that is in my thought, whose love to you,
Though words come hindmost, holds his rank before.
“Then others for the breath of words respect,
* Me for my dumb thoughts, speaking in effect.
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