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ARTHUR A. HOUGHTON, JR.
WYE PLANTATION
- QUEENSTOWN, MARYLAND 21858

June 10, 1976

Your Majesty:

I present my deep respects.

In 1959 I purchased the Shahnameh manu-
script of Shah Tahmasp Safavi, at the insistence
of scholars, to save it from possihle commercial
explcitation and to afford the opportunity to
study, for the first time, its contents and its
258 miniatures, masterpieces of the art of Persia.’

‘ After sixteen years of labor, the work
of the scholars Dickson of Princeton and Welch
of Harvard is completed. Their work is now ready
to ¢o to press, to be published in two folio vol-

unes by the Fogg Museum of Art and” the Harvard
Uriversity Press.

We humbly ask your gracious permission
that we may dedicate their great work of scholar-
ship of the art of Persia to Your Majesty the
Shahanshah of Iran.

The work is finished. My custodianship
of the great manuscript has come to an end. I re-
joice that the publication is now assured and in
cantent, form, and format will be fully worthy of
the Shahrnameh of Shah Tahmasp and the long and
glorious tradition of the art of Persia.

I am now in my seventieth year of age and
'recently seriously ill. My legal counsallors ad-
vise me that, in view of the high taxes that will be
imposed on my estate at the time of my death, I must
without delay divest myself of the manuscript.

They plan that I should consign a very. few
of tha miniatures to the public sales roqms to es-
tablish the value of the rest for gift purposes,

Yy




\r

_ P25 g3 ki O
and then dispose of the remaining miniatures and the .
10C6 pages of text among a considerable number of
rmuseums and art galleries within the United States.
My legal counsellors are now taking the preliminary
steps to effact this plan, '

- I realize that, to protect the intégrity of
ny estate, I should follow the advice that is given
to me. Yet, Your Majesty, I shall do so with re-
luctance. It will mean that the Shahnameh of Shah

' Tahmasp, the greatest work of Persian art, will be

scattered to the four winds with no possibility that
it can ever be reassembled. '

I sincerely believe, Your Majesty, that the
manuscript belongs in Iran where it was made over 450
years ago., I will do all I can in my power to make
this possible should Your Majesty feel likewise. I
shall be glad to recelve any person designated by
Your Majesty and would expect only that any offer mada
te me be cvormensurate with the actual value of the
manuscript.

Should Your Majesty, however, not be inter-
ested, I shall accept Your Majesty's juégment and N
wisdem. I would ask only 'that the rejection come o
me direct from Your Majesty. I could not rest easy
unless I could leave assurance to my descendents and
to the world of art that I had made every effort to .
return to Iran its great national treasure.

I know that Your Majesty will appfeciatg.the

. pressure of time that is upon me, and therefore am
' bold enough to ask that there be no unnecessary delay

in advising me of Your Majesty's wishes in the matter.

I am, Your Imperial Majestv, with my deep-~
ast respects, :
Yours sincérely,

A, A'QM‘I@‘G}‘

H.I.M. The Shahanshah of Iran
Teheran

Iran

ARH/f ‘ '
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