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The Many Worlds of the

Iranian Novelist
Ahmad Mahmud

Haleh Esiandiarl

Ovwer the Iast two decades » considersbls  three novels, poblished berween |

and published in Eaglish. Scholars have
published collactions of tw sthort sories and
longer fiction of wriwcrs Hke Sadeq Hodayat,
Jalal wl-Ahmad and Gholam-Hoscin Saedi,
and poru like Nima Yushij, Forugh Fan
rokhzsd, Sohrab Sepehri and Ahmad

. along with solss and commet-

howinhnhnvﬁwd‘lymhmmm
West. This is somewhat astonishing bocause
be is among the few contemporary writers
in lan who handle the novel well. Mors-
over, hus writing speaks to tw current politi-
ol and cultural eoncerm of & genaration of
aducated Lianiuns. In lran, Mahmud is cos-
sidernd a member of the schoaol of “southern
wriers.” The trm “school™ is used w0
charactenize 1 of wrilcrs whose oti-
#ins an in the wouth of bran, including
Khuzesun and Fars. They loese some of
their fictiow in saftings in chis region and
draw their characums from the paople of this
ares. They employ » vocabulary and fums of
phrase characteristic of the region. Among
the writers of the “iouthern school™ are
Simin Daneshvar, Sadeq Chubak. Mahmud
Dowlatabadi and Akmad Mahmud.

1912, ulllmhhﬂ‘kﬂr
Darian-¢ Yek Shahr (Tha Tale of
aod Zamin-# Sukhigh (The Bumt |

The threc sovels sover 3 span
years of recent lranian higtory,
svent of this histery serves w o
ground 10 sach novel and provide:
ting in which the puin charactet

- thair lives. The imeraction of his

private life is the underlying theme
of Mahmud's work. Hamsayeh.,
Place in & eiry in Khuzestan in 1
1930% during turnultuous svents le
to the nationslization of the oil
Dastan-¢ Yek Shakr cemers on tn
yourg Tudeh cadet officer in poiit
in the southern port city of Lenge
Pertian Qulf. The central politic
bere is the amest, tnal and executi
leadership of the military branc.
Todeh (lrapiar Comnunist) Pany
post-Mossadegh period. Zamin:¢ 5,
sivusted in another southem city, Al
describes the life of the inhabitany
time conditions after the Lagi in-
Irun in 1980,

The povels are not & trilogy in the
tona) sense. In Hamsayeh-ha the B
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