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Ethnicity Order and Meaning in the Anthropology of Iran and Afghanistan

This article presented at cotfoquim on "Le Fait Ethnique en Iran et en Afghanistan.
The author has tried to explain the concept of ethnicity "qowmiyat” in two neighbours
country comparatively, which have many things in common. In this process he has given many

definitions and a brief background about them. Some examples are in following;
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Ethnicity , tike ‘tribe' is a cultural category. Ethnic boundaries are cultural not
territorial constructions.”

*An adequate academic analysis of ‘ethnicity’ in a given geographical area must relate it to
other local schemes of identity construction, including for example kinship, gender, tribe,
occupation, class, language, religion....*

"Iran, however, has always been more a city - oriented society, Afghanistan more a
confederation of tribal groups".

'During the twentieth century, the rulers of both Iran and Afghanistan have been
concerned with the ‘national integration' heterogeneous population, hoping, as have other newer

nations, that economic and political development would bring the withering of ethnicity and tribalism. '
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