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An Geographical Analysis of Rural Community in Iran

As a modern state, Iran exert unitary govermental and political contorel within it boundaries.
Because of aridity and rugged nature of terrain, lran despite it’s large size, is discontinously occupied and
utilized by it’s people.

Social change, seemingly in ordher to securs social advance to be undertaken in a land of
considerable geographical difficulty. Because of aridity over much of the Iranian plateau proper, most of
the cultivation in the country depends on obtaining water from the high area, either in rivers flowing from
them or else in "quanat” [= subterranean canal} .

The tempo of peasant life in generally slow although many rural communities have become
conscious of the speeding up of history in overtime the bond of co - residence, the bond of locality, in
strong in such communities, though it is not the only organizational principle.

One example of local community is tezerjan located in the high mountain area south west of Yazd.

For some purposes at least it will serve to examplity certain features characteristic of Iranian villages
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generally. In some parts of Iran, including the Yazd region, water shortage has been marked for a decade
and has caused much social dificulty.

In the recent years, sincere aliempts have been made by the government 1o reform much of the
sacial, politicat, and economic structure of the country. One of the major means of effecting such changes
giving over possession of land to the peasnts and sharecroppers - directly affects a very numerous section

of the population.
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1- W. B. Fisher, The Cambridge History of Iran, Vol, 1, The Land of Iran, p. 611.
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3- Lerner, The Passing of Traditional Society Olencoe, London 1958,
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6- D. N. Weber, Iran Past and Present. Princeton, 1958.
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7- K. A. Wittfogel, The Hydrau Civilization Cambridge England.
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10- L. P. Elwell, Suttan, A Guide to Iranian area.
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