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Cities and their Environmental Impacts

Cities could be viewed as an ecological unit. This in turn would dictate the type of man - land
relationship with the domination of man upon the nature in the spectrum of human-environment
relationships.

Taking into account the unprecedented growth of population in cities, they require great
amount of inputs namely energy, food and water. The provision of these inputs in turn augments air,
waler, waste, and noise pollutions as an output.

The climatic changes as a result of the formation of urban heat Island, the changes in
hydrological system more specificaily water table level, thermal pollution, the accumulatior. f the acid
rain, and neise pollution are not uncommon in major cities. However, those prevailing conditions
should not lead to the zero Economic Growth (z.e.g). In stead, it demands a sustainable development
at a rate in which the future generations can benefit at least, from the same amount of potentials as

we do, and their health states would not be downgraded any furiher.
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