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| THE VOYAGE OUT 265

“try to find out, but can you imagine anything more
" ludicrous than one person’s opinion of another ’_}

| person ? ows; but [/
As he said this he was leaning on his elbow
arranging and rearranging in the grass the stoncs
which had represented Rachel and her aunts at
luncheon. He was speaking as much to Mtmself as
to Rachel. He was reasoning against the desire,
which had returned with intensity, to take her in
his arms: to have done with indirectness; to
‘explain exactly what he felt. What he said was

ainst his belief ; aljthe things that were important |
about her.hie knew 1 it around ¢

., fhera T but Be said’nothing s he wént on arranging

i ‘T like you immensely,”” Hewet replied, gfeaking
with the relicf of a person who is unexpectedly given
an opportunity of saying what he wants to say. He

stopped moving the pebbles.

“Mightn’t we call eao‘u other Rachel and
Terence ? * he asked.

““ Terence,” Rachel repeated. ‘' Terence—that’s
like the cr{ of an owl.”

She looked up with a sudden rush of delight, and N

in looking at Terence with cyes widened by pleasure -
she was struck by the change that had come over
the sky behind them. The substantial blue day had
faded to a paler and more ethereal bluc ; the clouds !
were pink, far away and closely packed together;
and the peace of evening had repi)aced the heat of
the southern afternoon, in which they had started
on their walk. |
‘“ It must be late !’ she exclaimed.
It was nearly eight o’clock. | |
. But eight o’clock docsn’t count here, does it 2 _ .—
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