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ACT L SCENE L

Thunder and lightning. Enter three WITCHES.

1 Witch. When shall we three meet again?
In thunder, lightning, or in rain?

2 Witch. When the hurlyburly's done,
When the battles lost and won.

3 Witch. That will be ere the set of sun.

! Witch. Where the place?

2 Witch. Upon the heath.

3 Witch. There to meet with Macbeth.

I Witch. 1 come, Graymalkin!

2 Witch. Paddock calls.

3 Witch. Anon!

All. Fair is foul, and foul is fair:

Hover through the fog and filthy air.

[ Exeunt.

ACT HIL SCENE IL

Lady M. Nought's had, all's spent,
Where our desire is got without content:
'Tis safer to be that which we destroy,
Than by destruction dwell in doubtful joy.

Enter MACBETH.

How now, my Lord? Why do you keep alone,

Of sorriest fancies your companions making,

Using those thoughts, which should indeed have died

With them they think on? Things without all remedy

Should be without regard: what's done is done.
Mach.  We have scotch'd the snake, not kill'd it:

She'll close, and be herself; whilst our poor malice

Remains in danger of her former tooth.
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But let the frame of things disjoint, both the worlds suffer,
Ere we will eat our meal in fear, and sleep

In the affliction of these terrible dreams,

That shake us nightly. Better be with the dead,
Whom we, to gain our peace, have sent to peace,
Than on the torture of the mind to lie

In restless ecstasy. Duncan is in his grave;

After life's fitful fever he sleeps well;

Treason has done his worst: nor steel, nor poison,
Malice domestic, foreign levy, nothing

Can touch him further!

ACT II1. SCENE V.

! Witch. Why how now, Hecate? You look angerly.
Hec. Have I not reason, beldams as you are,
Saucy, and overbold? How did you dare
To trade and traffic with Macbeth,
In riddles, and affairs of death;
And 1, the mistress of your charms,
The close contriver of all harms,
Was never call'd to bear my part,
Or show the glory of our art?
And, which is worse, all you have done
Hath been but for a wayward son,
Spiteful, and wrathful; who, as others do,
Loves for his own ends, not for you.
But make amends now: get you gone,
And at the pit of Acheron
Meet me i' th' morning: thither he
Will come to know his destiny.
Your vessels, and your spells, provide,
Your charms, and everything beside.
I am for th' air; this night I'll spend
Unto a dismal and and a fatal end:
Great business must be wrought ere noon.
Upon the comner of the moon
There hangs a vap'rous drop profound,;



I'll catch it ere it come to ground:

And that, distill'd by magic sleights,
Shall raise such artificial sprites,

As, by the strength of their illusion,

Shall draw him on to his confusion.

He shall spurn fate, scorn death, and bear
His hopes 'bove wisdom, grace, and fear;
And you all know, security

Is mortals' chiefest enemy.

[Song within: "Come away, come away," etc.

Hark! I am call'd: my little spirit, see,
Sits in a foggy cloud, and stays for me.

[Exit.

ACT V.SCENE V.

Sey.  The Queen, my Lord, is dead.

Mach.  She should have died hereafter:
There would have been a time for such a word.
To-morrow, and to-morrow, and to-morrow,
Creeps in this petty pace from day to day,
To the last syllable of recorded time;
And all our yesterdays have lighted fools
The way to dusty death. Out, out, brief candle!
Life's but a walking shadow; a poor player,
That struts and frets his hour upon the stage,
And then is heard no more: it is a tale
Told by an idiot, full of sound and fury,
Signifying nothing.
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