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“hapter I - The Period
It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, it was the age of wisdom, it was the
age of foolishness, it was the epoch of helief, it was the epoch of incredulity, it was the
season of Light, it was the season of Darkness, it was the spring of hope, it was the
winter of despair, we had everything hefore us, we had nothing before us, we were all
going direct to Heaven, we were all going direct the other way -- in short the period

was so far like the present period, that some of its noisiest authorities insisted on

being received, for good or evil, in the superlative degree of comparison only.
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Chapter I - The Mail

It was the Dover road that lay, on 4 Friday night late in November, hefore the first of
the persons with whom this history has husiness, The Dover road lay, as to him,
beyond . the Dover mail, as it lumberéd up Shooter's Hill. He walked up hill in the
mire by the side of the mail, as the rest of the passengers did; not because they had
the least relish for walking exercise, under the circumstances, but because the hill,
and the harness, and the mud, and the mail, were all so heavy, that the horses had
three times already come to a stop, besides once drawing the coach across the road,
with the mutinous intent of taking it hack to Blackheath. Reins ami whip and
coachman and guard, however, in combination, had read that article of war which YYA
forbade a purpose otherwise strongly in favour of the argument, that somie brute

animals are endued with Reason; and the team had capitulated and returned to their

duty.
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Chapter Il -- The Night Shadows

A wonderful fact to reflect upon, that every human creature is constituted to be that
profound secret and mystery to every other. A solemn consideration, when I enter a
great city by night, that every one of those darkly clustered houses encloses its own
secret; that every room in every one of them encloses its own secret; that every beating
heart in the bundreds of thousands of breasts there, is, in some of its imaginings, a
secret to the heart nearest it! Something of the awfulness, even of Death itself, is
referable to this. No more can [ turn the leaves of this dear hook that I loved, and
vainly hope in time to read i.t all. No more can I look into the depths of this
unfathomable water, wherein, as momentary lights glanced into it, T have had
glimpses of huried treasure and other things submerged. It was appointed that the
book should shut with a spring, for ever and for ever, when | hiad read but a page. It
was appointed that the water should be locked in an eternal frost, when the light was
playing on its surface, and 1 stood in ignorance on the shore. My friend is dead, my

neighbour is dead, my love, the darling of my soul, is dead; it is the inexorable

\. Shooter’s Hill
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consolidation and perpetuation of the secret that was always in that individuality, and
which I shall carry in mine to my life’s end. In any of the burial-places of this city
through which I pass, is there a sieeper more inscrutable than its busy inhabitants

are, in their innermost personality, to me, or than I am to them?
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