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Vodim s g0 'Y
One day soon after her [Lolita’s] disappearance, an attack of abominable
nausea forced me to pull up on the ghost of an old mountain road that now
accompanied, now traversed a brand-new highway, with its population of
asters bathing in the detached warmth of a pale-blue afternoon in late
summer. After coughing myself inside out , | rested a while on a boul-
der, and thinking the sweet air might do me good, walked a litlle way
toward a low stone parapet on the precipice side of the highway. Small
grasshoppers spurted out of the withered roadside weeds. A very light
cloud was opening its arms and moving toward a slightly more substantial
one belonging to another, more sluggish, heaven-logged system. As |
approached the friendly abyss,| grew aware of a melodious unity
of sounds rising like vapor from a small mining town that lay at my
feet , in a fold of the valley.

Cne could make out the geometry of the streets between blocks of red
and gray roofs , and green puffs of trees, and a serpentine stream ,
and the rich ore -like glitter of the city dump, and beyond the town ,
roads crisscrossing the crazy quilt of dark and pale fieids, and behind it
all, great timbered mountains. But even brighter than those quietly rejoic-
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ing colors - for there are colors and shades that seem to enjoy themselves
in good company - both brighter and dreamier to the ear than they were
to the eye,was that vapory vibration of accumulated sounds that never
ceased for a moment, as it rose to the lip of granite where | stood

wiping my foul mouth. ¢ ee
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