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Plato and Soczatic Wisdom
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Abstract

Greek writers pronounced different opinions about Socrates, personality and thought.
Nowadays historians of Greek philosophy have also tried to discover the historical Socrates
as he is presented in Greek thinker’s works, especially those of Plato. Our aim is not to find

and explain the historical thought of Socrates, but to prove that, contrary to what is currently
admitted, there is not one Socrates in Plato’s works. In the First Period of Plato’s career,
Socrates is a dialectician with unequivocal language, who addresses the mass and aims to
educate them. He is political, but does not put forward a particular political philosophy. He
is also the wisest moralist, but does not hold a philosophy of ethics. While he supports the
literal meaning of civil Greek religion, he also criticizes tradition. In the Middle Period we
encounter a number of Socrates: the mad philosopher, the lover philosopher, the intuitive
philosopher who surpasses dialectics, the theoretician. He uses mythological and esoteric
language, sometimes criticizes the first Socrates, and seeks a spiritual guide. In this second
period he is an elitist who is in contrast with the mass, an utopist with a political philosophy
in addition to one of ethics, and understands religion as having a mysterious and esoteric
meaning. Plato accords Socrates a lesser role in works from the end of his Middle Period and
in his Late Period. It seems that Plato takes distance from Socrates until he disappears in the
Laws. We could say that if he had any place in the society of this latter treatise, he should
perhaps suffer the same fate as he did in the Apology.

Keywords: dialectics, myth, wisdom, love, beauty, madness, utopist, mystery religions,
civil religion.
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