«53_64» 1387 liuuls 58 o jlast | HLaal  gle doli 5ir g%
Human Sciences: No. 58, Summer 2008 «144 - 156»

WLulS g GUS Gl bl bl g 5elelj9lo atlaio
&350 sl g ll

Py e
Lol e o8l

oS>
o ailaio oyl oo oty el 5 (550 (Slowol sloypuiST oo Ligg 5 Sl dils (555 p0 slow] dibaio )5 il gle
holel s ddaie (sloysuis” glo Syiie )b jl Y5k (sloygd ol (55550 ool 5 (il 508 ilizeo (slopuiS 55>
0391 4395 0 p sl jl iy Sy g e el 1 o 5 S e plolis ol s> 50 5 pelelygle adlaie ol 03) 05,
lodilbuls” ddhio ) )5 liol 0y9 yo .l 0350 bads |y 295 Kinny6 o ale 09 olfﬂl;/;y‘go)’u/o),;)a asb
SEl 4.;[}0[4.{9 ul.«.{)/.)p})) 3)1.«..““4 )AJL;OMM}/ 0)90 )0 9 el oilo dl})} )AJL;OMM}/ 0)9 Lu/)lj, 45" Al 99
3ol oo Slapls b gp0 5 ol 5 B g ifyens tiile ilajed 5 <35 S5 Sy pluls g wlleligle )3 p Ml

2 olebebs 0)93 )3 pogad a0 550 )3 1y oy ol (Ml Bl adlaie JS o] ()05, glad L ot >
dnluo d dtusly (slad bl 1 ogMe 5 L] oo lobdy adibioliS 5 ywjlto Ll )3 Lisyd s pqillelyglo
lio ] ol 01335 sl Cangd il ol (g jlds 5 (Slolw ol (500 | do gzs7 b6 sladilulis

)5 Ablg (S yuo
lao (555 y0 dlﬂ”/"dl‘*’/)}‘ oMl o ciloglis” oo flo ls

Transoxania and Khurasan: Pioneers of Book and Library
Movement in Iran and Central Asia

Hojjat Rasouli
Associate Professor, Department of Arabic Language and Literature
Faculty of Letters and Human Sciences, Shahid Beheshti University

Abstract

Transoxania is a region in Central Asia which acts as a link between the Central Asian countries and
Iran. As a common history between Iran and regional countries and part of the ancient civilization of
Iran, this region was considered as a significant element of the Islamic civilization during the Islamic
period and today covers different countries in the east of Iran and Central Asia. Transoxania and the
Great Khurasan at its vicinity had not only a pre-Islamic heritage of civilization and culture, but
preserved its scientific and cultural status during the Islamic era. In the ancient times, there existed
some libraries whose significance remains up until the Islamic era. Moreover, this region was the
pioneer of publishing and reading books in the vast area of Islamic civilization. Today, it is known to
scholars that the first libraries after Islam were established in Transoxania region and the Great
Khurasan. Cities like Samarghand, Bokhara, Nishabour and Marv became the focal point for science
and knowledge and spread their impact on Islamic Iran. Specificall%/, during the Samanid era,
Transoxania was the region for setting uB libraries and schools. Apart from the Mosque-dependent
libraries, many significant libraries were built by the Sasanid Amirs or knowledge-loving individuals.
This article is an attempt to investigate the role and significance of the written heritage of Transoxania
and the Great Khurasan in the development of the Islamic civilization, it also aims to introduce the
major libraries of the region as well.

Keywords: Library, Islamic civilization, Khurasan, Central Asia, Mosque
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