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1. For example, See Crisis Group Asia Report No.81, Political Transition in Kyrgyzstan:
Problems and Prospects, 11 August 2004,

2. For background on Akaev’s Kyrgyzstan, see Crisis Group Asia Report No.81, Political
Transition in Kyrgyzstan: Problems and Prospecis, 11 August 2004; Crisis Group Asia
Report No.37, Kyrgyzstan’s Political Crisis: An Exit Strategy, 20 August 2002; and Crisis
Group Asia Report No.22 Kyrgyzstan at Ten: Trouble in the "Island of Democracy", 28
Aungust 2001.

3. The new system called for election of a unicameral parliament in 75 single - mandate
constituencies, Previously there had been a party list in addition to local constituencies,
and there were more deputies, divided into an upper (45 deputics} and a lower chamber
(60 deputies).

4. "New political bloc emerges in Kyrgyzstan”, Bishkek, RFE/RL, 27 September 2004,
available at http://www.rferl.org/newsline/2004/09/2-TCA/tca270904.asp; on the

opposition, see Crisis Group Report, Political Transition, op.cit.
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5. "Kyrgyz opposition groups wunite", RFE/RL Newsline, Vol.8, No.201, 22 October 2004,
available at http:/fwww.rferl.org/newsline/2004/10/221004.asp.

6. "Dvizhenie 'Ata-jurt’ namereno zanyat 1/3 mest v budushchem parlamente”,
AKlpress, 13 December 2004, available at htip://www.akipress.kg/ru news.php?id=
16251,

7. "Kyrpyz opposition groups form partnership”, RFE/RL Newsline, Vol.8, No.236,
RFE/RL, 17 December 2004, available at

http:/fwvww. rferl.or g/newsline/2004/12/2-tcaftca-171204.asp.

8. Crisis Group interview, Osh, 3 March 2005.

9. The term "administrative resources” in this sense means the use of government,
particularly local government, to support candidates by forming "helpful” electoral
commissions, working on voters lists, putting pressure on state employees, denying
opposition candidates vse of state buildings or facilities, and so forth.

10. Crisis Group interview, Bishkek, 2 March 2005.

11. Crisis Group interview, Bishkek, 3 March 2005,

12. The internet was influential enough for somebody to try and block several sites. A
group of hackers, apparently based in Ukraine, attacked opposition sites, www.msn.kg
and www.respublika.kg. "Key interim findings: Kyrgyz election internet monitoring
praject", OpenNet Initiative (ONI), 12 April 2005,

13. Parliamentary deputy Kubatbek Baibolov argues that paradoxically the technical
election day voting improvements - many of which he was responsible for introducing -
actually provoked more popular dissatisfaction with the elections than previously. More
malpractice took place during the campaign phase, which meant it was more visible to
voters, who were angered by overt malpractice. Previously it had been easier to falsify
the results out of sight of the public, in local or central electoral commissions. Crisis
Group interview, Bishkek, 20 April 2005,

14. Sulaiman Imanbaev, speaking at the meeting of the Election Coordination Group,
Bishkek, 11 February 2005.

15. Crisis Group interviews, Kochkor, February 2003.
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16. One option on the voting ballot was to vote” against all candidates".

17. Crisis Group intetview, Talas, 26 February 2005.

18. Crisis Group interview, Jenishbek Nazaraliev, Bishkek, 24 February 2005.

19. Julian Evans, "I made this revolution", Spectator, (UK), April 2005.

20. The law requires a run-off between the first two candidates when no one receives a
first-round majority.

21. Among these were the so-calied London Institute of Democracy, the American
Institute of Democracy and a UK- based organisation called Consent International. It
seems likely these groups were created especially during the election coampaign in
Ukraine in 2004 to act as a counterpoise to OSCE and Western criticism of the elections
there.

22, "Statement of Preliminary Findings and Conclusions", OS CE/ODIHR, 28 Februoary
2005, available at htp:/fwww.osce.orgfitem/1383 1.html. Russia subsequently protested
the OSCE conclusions as potentially destabilising. Vladimir Socor, "Moscow criticises EU
and OSCE over election”, Eurasia Daily Monitor, 25 March 2005.

23. See Gulnoza Saidamizova, "OSCE Election Observers Criticise Elections", RFE/RL,
28 February 2005, availableat

http:/fwww.rferl.org/reaturesarticle/2005/02/2£300bd 15-0a49-42b7-9101-6ale)ec92eO01.himl.
24. "Aravanskii sud nachal rassmotrenie dela po dvyum kandidatom", AKIpress, 28
February 2005, available at hitp:/fergana.aki press.org/ ru_f news.php?id=15656.

25. "V Suzakskom raione piketchiki trebuyut smenit sostavy izbiratelnykh komissi
kogartskogo okruga", No.32, AKlpress, 2 March 2004, available at
http://fergana.akipress.org/_ru_f_ news.php?id=15674.

26. "3,000 storonnikov kandidata v deputaty I).Sadyrbaeva perekryli dorogu
Bishkek-Osh", AKlpress, 4 March 2005, available at

http://fergana.akipress.org/_ru_f news.php?id= 13690.

27. Kadyrbekov was later reinstated.

28. "V Karasuu i Aravane prodolzhayutsya massvye akisii protesta protiv itogov

golosovaniya po dvyum okrugam", AKlpress, 1 March 2005, available at
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http://fergana.akipress.org/ ru_f_news.php?id=15657. "The Unsung Role of Kung Fu in
the Kyrgyz Revolution”, Agence France-Presse, 28 March 2003, available at
http://news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story & u =/afp/20050328/1f afp/kyrgyzstan
politics 050328194347,

29. Agence France - Presse, op.cit.

30. Ibid.

31. Brkivbaev’s popularity confounds some observers but he does have genuine support
from constituents. In a system in which neither government officials nor most
parliamentary deputies do umuch for the people, informal authority figures are
sometimes perceived by voters as Robin Hood figures. A constituent says: "He will
always help out, in any case; He can even physically defend you. So what if some people
say he can even physically defend you. So what if some people say he broke the law, he
is the best deputy and many residents in other constituencies envy us. He is really for the
people, for ordinary people, and not just rhetorically like other deputies”. Crisis Group
interview, Osh, Marh 2005.

32, On 9 March 2005, the OSCE issued a statement criticising the opposition for seizing
buildings and blocking roads. This was cited extensively by the govenment in its
propaganda and did nothing to calm the sitvation.

33. Most OSCE observers had left after the first round.

34. Alisher Saipov, Sultan Kanazarov, "Kirgiskaya oppositsiya vyvela svoikh storonnikov
na ulitsy...", Fergana.ru, 16 March 2005, available at

hitp:/fwww. fergana.ru/detail php?id= 63508180830.71,604,4951909.

35. Despite Artykov's involvement, the number of ethnic Uzbeks in the demanstrations
remained low, although many more than at any previous opposition events. Ethnic
Uzbeks generally mistrusted the southern Kyrgyz leadership of the opposition but had
become increasingly disenchanted with Akaev.

36. Crisis Group interview, protestor, Osh, 21 March 2005.

37. Crisis Group interviews, students; accountant, Osh, 21 March 2005.

38, Crisis Group interview, Osh, 17 march 2005.
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35. Crisis Group interview, Jalalabad, 17 arch 2005.

40. Crisis Group interview, businessmen, Jalalabad, 22 March 2005.

41. Crisis Group interviews, Jalalabad, 22 March 2005.

42. Crisis Group interview, Cholpan Baekova, Bishkek, 19 April 2005.

43. Crisis Group interview, April 2005.

44. Crisis Group interview, Kelkel activists, Bishkek, 12 Aprit 2005.

45. These young men, marked out by their white caps, had also been present at the
opposition demonstration the daybefore. They seem to have been crganised by criminal
leaders linked to the presidential family.

46. Some of these may have been supporters of Bayaman Erkinbaev: he claimed they
were first to break into the White House, although he himself was in Osh at the time.
Agence France - Press, op.cit,, Crisis Group interview, Bayaman Erinbaev, April 2005.
47. Crisis Group observation, 24 March 2003.

48. Crisis Group interview, Kemin, 27 March 2005.

49. Crisis Group interviews, mayor’s office, Tokmak, 27 March 2005.

50. He was finally dismissed on 29 April 2005,

51. Crisis Group interview, Bakyt Beshimov, Kyrgyz ambassador to India, 23 April 2005.
52. Crisis Group interview, Feliks Kulov, Bishkek, 25 March 2005.

53. Crisis Group interview, April 2005.

54. Parliamentary speech, 12 April 2005.

55. The case of Akylbek Taparav, appointed minister of finance, generated particular
protest from journalists and civil society. He was accused of appointing relatives to key
posts in customs and the financial police. He took several members of the financial
police as personal bodyguards to Kochkor, where they were allegedly involved in a
shooting incident with his opponents. One person was wounded. Bakiev removed
customs and financial police from his control but he remained acting minister.. Japarov
argues he had little choice but to appoint his brother and other trusted allies. "Who else
could T appoint, when the minister of finance had fled, and the banks were not working?

We took in 74 million soms in taxes that day". Crisis Group interview, Bishkek, 21 Apri
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2005. Use of relatives because they could by trusted was widespread, and in some cases
understandable, but in increased the impression of nepotism.

56. Crisis Group observation, Kochkor-Ata, 24 March 2003,

57. Crisis Group observation, mayor’s office, Mailii-Suu, 24 March 2005.

58. Crisis Group interview, akim, Jalalabad region, March 2005.

59. Crisis Group interview, NGO leader, Bishkek, 30 March 2005.

60, Crisis Group interview, 13 April 2005.

61. Crisis Group interview, 15 April 2005.

62. Crisis Group interview, T. Kereksizov, 21 April 2005.

63. The appointment of Tynychbek Akmatbaev as head of the committee on law and
order in patliament raised eyebrows. A deputy from Balykchy, he is the brother of
Ryspek Akmatbaev, long sought by the police on suspicion of involvement in a triple
mutder and other serious crimes.

64. Crisis Group interview, senior police officer, Jalalabad, March 2005.

65. Crisis Group interview, opposition leader, April 2005.

66. Crisis Group interview, police station head, southern Kyrgyzstan.

67. Crisis Group interview, former police chief, regionat level, Bishkek, 30 March 2005.
68, Crisis Group interview, police officer, Jalalabad, March 2005.

69. Crisis Group interview, senior police official, Kemin, March 2005.

70. Crisis Group interview, President Adylbek Biynazarov of Pyramida Television,
Bishkek, 22 April 2005.

71. Crisis Group interview, KTR staff, 27 April 2005.

72. Crisis Group interview, Bishkek, April 2005.

73. Crisis Group interview, Sultanbek A. Abdyrakmonov, President of Kyrgyz Television
and Radio, Bishkek, 16 April 2005.

74. Crisis Group interview, Bishkek, 16 April 2005.

75. Human Rights Watch, "Kyrgyzstan: Protecting Rights should Top the Agenda®, 13
April 2005, available at http:/Awww.hrw.org/english/docs/2005/04/12/kyrgyz10473.htm.

76. Crisis Group interview, 14 April 2005,
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77. Crisis Group interview, 19 April 2005.

78. Crisis Group interview, 20 April 2005.

79. Crisis Group interview, 25 April 2005,

80. Press Conference, Bishkek, 20 April 2005. Like some other potential contenders, he
may fall foul of a legal requirement for candidates to have resided fifteen years in
Kyrgyzstan to be eligible to run for the presidency.

81. Crisis Group interview, Kubatbek Baibolov, 20 Aprit 2005,

82, Press conference, Feliks Kulov, Bishkek, 25 April 2005.

83. For example, an agreement between Madumarov and Mamat Orozbaev, which failed
to prevent unrest. Crisis Group interview, Mamat Orozbaev, Kurshab, 16 March 2005.
A similar agreement broke down in Kochkor.

84. Opinion poll conducted by Sotsinformbauri, funded by the Friedrich Ebert Stiftung,
5-7 April 2005 in Bishkek, among 630 respondents {margin of error not reported).

85. For example, Craig Smith "West plays key role in Kyrgyzstan", The New York Times,
30 March 2003.

86. Crisis Group interview, April 2005.

87. Russia took part in the CIS observation mission which attempted to support the
government's view of the elections as free and fair. But after similar announcements in
Ukraine, Georgia and elsewhere, its credibility was low, and it was not taken seriously by
much of the population.

88. Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights,
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